* 


UN IVERSAL RESTORATION 


EXHIBITE D, 
AND ! ; 


GENERAL REDEMPTION 
SSD EE. | 
IN 
THREE DIALOGUES. . 
DIALOGUE I. Between PAUL an APOSTLE, and WIN- 


CHESTER an UNIVERSALIST. \ 
DIALOGUE II. Between an UNIVERSALIST and SATAN. 


DIALOGUE III. Between an UNIVERSALIST and a DEIST. 


* * * — 
- aid. wo * St. 
_ 


. » _ 
8 U * 
—__——— 


+4... 


PRESENTED TO THE Puk ic, 


66 Feigning ie t * A. nature done, 
4 That Grace ſhould univerſally redeem: ; 
« Firſt minted in that precexiſftent forge 


« Of Plato and the crew of Cabalifts {** 
Brown's SUNDAY THovenTs. 


— —e— — — * 

— — — 

, . 2 = 
L ON DON: 

IN TED BY W. Jus ris, Bracrrzans, FOR 2 2 THOMSON, 

No. 326, Oxrord ROAD. SOLD ALS BY BUCKLAND, PaTzr-' 

NosTER Row; MATHEWS, STRAND; BUTTON, NEWING» 


Ton CausEWAY; ASH, LITTLE ToWER-STREET 5 Mun 


TROYD, CHISWELL-STREET; AND GUENEY) Hor BORN. 
MDCC,LXXXIX«. l 
— 


[ Pares SIXPENCE, } 


rt 


1 * 
UNIVERSAL RESTORATION 


E XHIBITE D! 


DIALOG % 
Brrween PAUL AD WINCHESTER. 


a 


Wincheſter. 


TENERABLE Sire! I have taken the freedom to 
call upon you this morning, in order to have a 
little diſcourſe with you concerning the doctrine of the 
Reſtoration of all things. 
Paul. Sit down, Sir. —I have no greater joy than to 
receive the friendly viſits of humble enquirers after 
truth !—To have a little diſcourſe with me concerning 
What, Sir? I hardly underſtood your laſt words. 
inch. The glorious doctrine of the Univerſal Re- 
oration of all things. 5 | 
Paul. Sir, I am {till at a loſs to underſtand you, hav- 
ing never heard the mention of any doctrine that goes 
dy that name, unleſs you mean the Reſtoration of the 
olt Image of God upon the ſouls of his ele&, or the 
oys of ſalvation to backſliders and benighted minds. 
Vinch. No, no, Sir; that is of no importance at all, 
n compariſon with the doctrine J mean I- is a ge- 
I A 2 + neral 
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neral deliverance and reſtoration of intelligences out of 
their miſery! 3 F 


Paul. Ay, ay, my friend! You mean the ſame thing, AW ; 
although you exprets it in different words, viz. that a 
ere 2, naiwe the children of wrath—acad in treſpeſa a 
and fins—taren captive by the Dewil, at his wi ali. 5 
nated from Goed—enmity egeinſt bim, and eliving in th | 
world ewithour him—haters of Ged, hateful and latin ; 


tut another, condemned by the richtecus Lane es het; 
broken—in Con #Jage toro. 29h the jar of Gef - danger 
of eternal Judgments and liable to all the horrors of ib 
<wra:h io cine !— from all which miſery we are freely 
deiivercd—Gzd [ending bis own Sen, in ibe likenejs of fin 
Ful fia; ard for fin, condemned fen in the feſb, "that th 
Vighe04/1098 of the Low might 0 ve fulſiiled iu us, who ak 
not after ihe fle, cut after tte Sjirit, By him I ſay we 
are delivered from the curfe of the Law, the love cf 
132, the POWCrs of darkneſs, and the daitnation of Hell: 
this is the Refioration you mean, is it not f 
i inch. Ii bears an affinity to it; but not quite the 
Jamp. ; 
Paul. Not the ſame !—Then what in the name o 
truthi is it? 
Winch, Nay, I am ſurprized 1 that ſuch great plainnel 
of ipeech ſhould be requiſite io Ciftinguiia or deicrike 
to you a doctrine of wich you are ſuch an avowed ad- 
vocate and zealous champion I—it is a Reftoraticn of 
lolt Spirits, a general gaol delivery of all the damned, 
+67 Paul. Sir, „cu afoaiſh me !—a Reſtoration of the 
damned i 1 never heard a word of ſuch a doctrine til 
this moment! Hare you ever izen or read any of m 
es 7 
Nich. O my 3 father, I have read them ov?! 
a thouſand 5 ! tne doctrine is founded upon chen, 
and woald not appear in halt its glory without them. 
Paul. Then with the greateſt peripicuty let me hen 
your ſentiments in a fes. words; ; for J am al impatience! 
Winch. Be not uncaiy, Sir, 1 pray you be compoſed 
My ſentiments entirely coincide with your ſublime Epil. 
tles: I only differ from the unmerciful, narrow -1earna 
bigots of the day, who are for limittiag the favour dl 
God to a few, and ſhutting up the Goipel in a corner. 


Paul 
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Paul. By your appearance I preſume you profeſs to 
be a Miniſter of that Goſpel.—Pray, what think you of 
particular Redemption ? | | 

Winch. ©* Particular Redemption under my preſent 
« yiews, is the darkneſs and eclipſe of the Church of 
„ Chriſt; but the univerſal Reſtoration of all lapſed 
| © jntelligences, the ſun of righteouſneſs, ſhining in his 
« full ſtrength and ability to jave.”—And thus I preach 
the Goipel in the very wideſt extent, boundleſs and un- 
confined to all on earth from pole to pole ;—and not 
only ſo, but it reaches the caſe of the moſt foul and 
damned Spirit in Hell; yea, even the Devil and all his 
legions ; it aſſures them of a moſt glorious and complete 
| deliverance out of their dark abyſs! an abundant en- 
trance into the realms of light and glory, there to ſhine 
forth in all the borrowed luſtre of their tranſcendant Re- 
ſtorer, and with one united chorus of — | 

Paul. Hold, hold, Sir! you have ſaid more than I 


can digelt at one breath: And that you call the doctrine 


of the Reſtoration, founded on my Epiſtles. 

Winch. ** Blefſed doctrine] angels need it not, but 
they rejoice in 1t—it is the full benevolence of Deity 
*« to finncrs; and finds enemies no where but in the 
„ gloomineſs and ſelfiſhneſs of men.“ - But happy to 
find in your Epiſtles, ſuch an advocate for the doctrine, 
ſuch a pillar of the Reſtoration, ſuch a preacher of the 
good will of God to fallen ſpirits, and general gal 
delivery out of Hell, I came to fee you this morning, 


that I might receive further information, and be more- 


tully eſtabliſhed in the ſame; to give and beg of you 
the right hand of fellowſhip, and rejoice together in the 
unlimitted Grace of the Father of all Spirits. 

Paul. Avaunt, thou fiend of hell in human ſhape! I 
neither know thee nor thy doctrine. Go, madman, to 
the tombs and rave, or to the ſchool of Chriſt, and 
learn a ſpeech that I may underſtand ! | 

Winch, Hear me with patience, candid Sir; if we 
differ, it is but in word or manner of expreſſion, not in 
doctrine or ſentiments. I revere you as an Apoſtle, and 
eſteem your writings as invaluable treaſures. 

Faul. What, Sir! I a pillar of the VUniver/al Reſtora- 
on, J preach the Good-Will of God to apoſtate and 
A+ damned 
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damned ſpirits! and I preach a general gacl. deli very of 
the Devil and his legions !——[nſufferable infolence! 
I deſpiſe your flattery, and diſdain your fellowſhip; Ge 
thee behind me Satan!“ * | | 
Minch. Blefled Father, not ſo haſty !—TI hope my eyes 
and ears do not deceive me! Are not you, Sir, the famous 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles ? | 
Paul. I am, Sir; What then? | 
Finch. Whoſe Epiſtles abound with leſſons of love, 
meekneſs, gentleneis, mercy, and brotherly kindneſs, 
&c. &c. EEE 
Paul. The fame. What of all that? 
Minch. And call a Mirifter a fiend !—and call a 
-clergyman Satan! N | 
Paul. Had you leſs inſolence, you would be more liks 
Satan than you now are; for he never had the audacity 
to call himſelf Paul's Brother, which indeed would be 
true, if, according to your doQrine, he is now a joint 
heir with Chrilt! But be it known to you, Sir, (for [ 
perceive you are ignorant of the Scriptures) that if an 
Angel from Heaven preach any other goſpel to you than 
J have preached;—If any man add anto, alter, or dimi. 
niſh from it, I have the authority of its tremendous and 
jealous Author, to pronounce him Accu sED! Gal. i. 4. 
fiach. O, good Sir! 1 lately preached a very long 
fermon from that paſlage.* But I was fo full of the 
amiable diſpoſitions of love, meekneſs, candour, &c. 0 
ſtrongly urged in all your Epiſtles, that I quite forget 
that word accuRSED, and ſaid never a ſyllable about 
it; but what I thought much more pleaſing to fleſh ard 
blood, and appoſite to my purpoſe, crammed the whcle 
dicourſe brimſul of blefings; and ſo the paſſage read: 
more Charitably thus: Though we, or an Angel from 
„Heaven, preach any other goſpel unto you, than that 
% we. have preached, —ler bim preach it, if he chujes ; I 
„ mutt needs be a goſpel of a different (aft, and there i 
* an end of it!“ TT, 
Paul. You are quite a ſtranger tome; yodr doctrine onlſ 
more, and woft unaccountabiy range; and I ſhail make ne 
| | apolog) 
„ Entitlcd, © The Goſpel preached by the Apoſtles, and eſpecial] 
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apology at all ſor addreſſing you with the greateſt plain- 

Bneſs of ſpeech; and I muſt needs tel} you, reſpecting this 

reſtoration doctrine, of which you have but jult drawn the 

lark out-lines, that you are either proisly deceived, or 
Wil fully blinded, as I ſhall eaſily prove. 

iich. Worthy Apoſtle! I am al»ays open to con- 

iction, and willing to receive inſtruction; but znvariatly 


ents, there muſt be no gall in his ink; or if he ſpeak 


ity and meebneſs, otherwiſe | am as unfit to cope with 
im, as a lamb would be to fight with a lion. Canvaſs the 
hole ſyſtem and welcome, but in the ſpirit of Mees 
id of Chri/t ; of meekne/s and love; elſe be your argu- 
Neents ever /o ſcripixral and logical, ſtrengthened with 
as the nf ſtubborn, I ſhall pay no attention to them at 
Be; as 1 look more to the manner than nattierof contro- 
W- ly. Beſides, the ſyſtem, which I contend for, is a 
em / love, boundlys and univerſal lowe; founded 


ontends with me. zz love, the combat is unequal; 
nd I would rather fly than fight. Nay, it ſtands to 


rrible curſes, and the wrath to came! Alas! Sir, ſuch 
guage would come with an ill grace from my benevelent 
and he might cruelly retort upon me : * The Uni- 
erſal Reſtoration will make 2mends for all.” There- 


aur, and love. . 
Paul. So far your doctrine is conſiſtent with itſelf: and 


tering ſupport, as two wooden legs are to ſupply the 


aim to meekneſs and love, fo may you, while wreſting 
d proſtituting them to ſuch baſe purpoſes : rather there- 
re to the law and to the teſtimony with it, and if it 
2ak not according to that rule, it is becauſe there is 
ther meekneſs, candour, love, nor light, avithin you. 
Winch, I am happy in ſabmirting-1t to ſuch a teſt, and 
el Immediately produce a multiplicity of paſſages to 
Ince its authenticity. Bleſſed doctrine! you will be 
| enraptured 


pon this condition, that if any man oppoſe my ſeuti- 


gainſt them, his tongue mult be well anointed with cbo- 


„% love, /upported by love; and unleſs my opponent 
2nſon; for even ſuppoſe 1 were to prove him a e 
eretic, blaſphemer, and deceiver, and threaten him with 
re | pray you to argue with me in the ſpirit of een, 

| ; $ 


echne/s and love ( falfly jo called) are as neceſſary for its 


is of reat ones. If Beelzebub himſelf can lay any 
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enraptured with it preſently, and more its friend than yoy 
are now aware of! Hear your own words, and eat them 
if you can: He gave him/elf a ranſom for all— died fir 
all—will have all men to be javed—hath concluded them al 
in unbelief, that he might hawe mercy upon all—/hall gathy 
together, and reconcile all things to himſelf —he is Lord if 
all every knee ſhall bow, and every tongue confeſs, and 
epery— | : 
Paul. Stop, pilferer ! enough of your felen bits and 
fſeraps !—1 ſhall not do your doctrine the honour, nor you 
the favour to enter into a particular diſcuſhon of theſe 
paſſages. I have carefully guarded them in their ſever: 
connections againſt falſe interpretations, and need only 
obſerve, that your doctrine is not ſo much as hinted at by 
any of them. Although I have written fourteen Epiltles 
for the uſe and benefit of Chriſt's Church, I was never 
once inſpired to give the leaſt intimation of it, or I would 
have done it with the utmoſt care and preciſion. I am 
ſenſible of the uſe and abuſe that may be made of ſuch 
paſſages by men of corrupt minds; the unbounded ſcope 
that may be given to the word a//, in ſome places, u 
eſtabliſh a certain tenet, and in other places, its contrac- 
tion almoſt into nothing, to ſecure the ſame againſt the 
force of truth. 
But leaving for the preſent that part of your doctrine 
which relates to the ſuppoſed love of God to all mar- 
kind, ævithout exception, permit me for a few moments to 
beg your attention to the caſe of det,; for, if I under- 
ſtand you right, you maintain a Reſtoration of them alſo 
in this general gaol-delivery.—A Reſtoration of devii WM 7 
and damned ſpirits, is it not?? | it 
Winch. I firmly believe it, and obſtinately defend it; 
and it is my ambition and delight to propagate it far and 
wide; but I ſeldom mention it by that uncouth phraſe of 
devils and damned ſpirits. It is true, devils are included, 
and without them there could not be a Univer/al Reſto- 
ration : But I think it both policy and politeneſs to wrap 
it up in the more pleaſing and ambiguous phraſes of al 
intelligences, all creatures, all ſpirits, &c. And ſo, by 
{ome means or other, I make the Reſtoration — 
18 85 ; 149. 81 


ay 


; E 9 
W with Revelation, otherwiſe I muſt acknowledge there is 
rather a little jar. | ; 
Paul. But to come to the point at once, Who 1s the 
Devil's Mediator and Redeemer ? | ; 
Winch. O good Sir, ( Vetching a heavy groan) What 
do you mean? | f i 
Haul. J aſk a plain and rational queſtion, and beg of 
ycu to ſavour me with a plain and honeſt anſwer. 
* WHinch, ] lately argued with a friend of mine upon the 
| whole ſyſtem, and, as I then thought, anſwered the moſt 
formidable objections that could be brought againſt it; 
but not once indeed in the whole ſeries of dialogues did 
be afk me ſuch a queſtion, or propound ſuch an objection. 
| However, I am ſeldom at a lots for anſwers of ſome ſort 
or other, and I now juſt recolle& one that will ſuit ex- 
actly!—“ Chriſt is the great attracting loadſtone that 
% ſhall finally draw all things to himſelf.“ ” 
Paul. A mere evaſion, the moſt filly and ſenſeleſs 
you ever invented, and no anſwer at all to my queſtion, 
1 have already told you, 1 Tim. ii. 5. that there is but 
one Mediator, the Mediator between Ged and Mun; 
therefore I aſk you, Who is the Mediator between God 
and Devils? CES | 
Winch. Nay, I muſt acknowledge, if Chriſt is not 
their Mediator, I know of no other, | EP 7 
Paid, if you acknowlege that, you acknowledge all, and. 
| there is an end of the Univer/al Reſtoration; and I can 
easily prove that Chriſt is not the Mediator of Devils; 
for verily he 106k not o- him the nature of angels, Bur he 
took on him the ſecd of Abraham, wherefore in all things 
it behoved him 16 be made litt unto his brethrea, that he 
might be u merciful and faithful High Pri:ft in things 
| pertatring to God; to make reconciliation er the fins of 
the people. From theſe words, it is evident, that Devils 
are not Chriſt's brethren in any ſenſe whatſoe ver; for 
he took, on him their nature, conſequently they can have 
no 11tereft in his Mediatorial character; for it behoved 
him; | ſay, it behowed him, to be made lite unto his brethren, 
tor this very purpoſe, that be might be à mercirul and 
faithful High Pricft, and that all tis purpoles of ſpecial 
Stace might be accompliſhed in their talvation. Fer- 
| | almuch 


o 
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#/much then as the children are partakers of fieſh ard 
bloed, he alſo himjelF likexwije took part of the fame. What! 

that through ſuffering in that nature his death ſhould be 
the means of reconciling all apoſtate ſpirits to God, 
without the leaſt harmony and order? and effecting, at 
laſt, a Univerſal Reſtoration of Devils, as well as damned 
Souls ? | Sew | 
Winch. Moſt afſuredly !—there is no other mediun i 
| through which they can be reſtored; and I maintain, t 
the honour of that Almighty Sacrifice, that it is“ bound. 
leſs in ſufficiency, defign, and efficacy!“ | 
Paul. Yea, rather to the eternal confuſion of you: 
' doctrine, that through death he might deſtroy him that hai 
the power of death, that is, the devil, Heb. ii. 1417, 
If damnation properly fignifies /alvation, and deſtrudin 
a reſtoration, your doctrine is certainly true; and devil, 
as well as men, are entitled to the epithet of Sreibri, 
beloved in the Lord; and you may as well preach 10 
them, as for them; and let them even now, as well a 
they can, appropriate to themſelves the bleſſings of the 

| Goſpel; then, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, your doctrine will be 
the devil's doctrine, and you may, with the greateſt 
propriety, be ordained and ſtiled, the B:/bop of Haul 5 and 
Paſtor of the damned. | 

Winch. Be candid, Sir, be candid! I did not once 
conceive that we ſhould differ about the doctrine, when 
I purpoſed to viſit you this morning; therefore did not 
prepare to anſwer any objections; far leſs ſuch a formi- Nga) 
dable one as that now ſtated, which indeed I have not 
once attempted to obviate in my Great Book of Dia- 
logues ; nor am I now able to give a ſatisfactory anſwel 
to it; therefore, I pray you paſs it. 

Paul. Paſs it !—What do you mean, Sir? Will you 
talk of a Uziver/al Reſtoration, and leave the one hall ir 
behind? Will you talk of a Reſtoration of Devils, with. ele 
out pointing out their Reſtorer; or, which indeed is not p 
quite ſo abſurd, (to uſe a ſimilitude,) would you talk of Hatt. 
an army coming into the field without a leader? or of 
two armies coming againſt each other, and make one 
leader ſerve the turns of both ?—So far is Chriſt from Vos 
being the Devil's captain, leader, or reſtorer, that he 1 


abſolutel 
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abſolute ly declared to be his adverſary, congueror, and 
| deflrayer ! * | | | | 

| Winch. None of theſe things move me; I am perfectly 
| fatisfied from your Epiſtles, that Chri/? died for all men 

| —gave himſelf @ ranſom for all men will have all men 

ro be Javed, &c. And it is only changing the words all 

nen, or ſubſtituting in their ſtead a/l intelligences, all 


devils, aunoticed, will {lip out of the hands of juſtice, get 
into the benevolent arms of Jeſus, and in this, or in 
ſome ſuch way, ſhare in all the bleſſings of a glorious 
8 Reſtoration ! 

Paul. IT thank you for ſuch an honeſt confeflion ! and 
believe you have fairly ſtated the caſe; but the manner 


E paſſages, to favour the Reſtoration of Devils, is by far 
too groſs to eſcape the notice, even of a way-faring man. 
Unavoidably, more honefty here than policy; but a very 
little attention to their connection will clearly ſhew us, 
that they are not treating of a future Reſtoration at all, 
but of a preſent ſalvation; and that not of devil, but of 
mankind; and not even all mankind, without exception: 
becauſe wwe thus judge, that i one died for all, then were all 
dead, and that he died for all, that. | | 
Winch. There again |—how deciſive !—1F one died for 


Jay, „He did not die for all, without exception ;?? for 
by the ſame word all both are expreſſed : He died for all 
hen were all dead | | | > 

Paul. Hold, mangler ! You have disjointed the paſ- 


add, that if he died for all, zhat they which live, (by 
Irtue of his death) ſhould not henceforth live unto them- 
ſelves, but unto him that died for them. — If you conclude 
pon the former, viz. that he died for all, without the 
attery that they ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelves, 
the primary end of his death is overthrown ; and thus 
our ſentiments claſh againſt both Scripture and reaſon. 
Lou might with as much propriety attempt, and with 
qual ſucceſs be able to prove, that he died to change. the 
LE | courle 
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creatures, all ſpirits; and ſo, among the crowd, poor 


in which you pervert the above cited, and many other 


ul, then avere all dead. We may as well attempt to argue, 
and ſay, „All are not dead, without exception, as to 


lage, and tore it from its connection. I was going to 


—— 85 
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Hence you may read, his name ſhall be called Jeſus, 
becauſe he ſhall ſave his people from their fins; but thoſe 


be might deliver us from this preſent evil world, (not the 


beſides, that ranſom is 70 be teſtified in due time—in the 


 falvation—to-day, while it is (and may be called) to- p 


— 
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courſe of the planetary world, while we ſee it continue 
invariably the ſame, as that he died for all mankigg, 
ait heut exception; while we ſee the major part living ty 
themjelves, and dying in their fins; therefore 1 add, / 
any man be in Chriſt Fejus, (or intereſted in his death) 
be is, (or ſhall be, before he goes hence,) a new creature, 


now in hell are not his people, for he did not . vt 
them from their ins He gave himſelf for our fins, tha 


next evil world erely, according to your doctrine,) but 
they were not delivered from this pre/ent evil world; 
therefore he did not give himſelf for their fins, and they 
cannot be delivered from the evil world to come. — He 
gave himſelf a ranſom for all: but, according to the 
Goſpel of Sz. Job, it was to deliver from going down 
to the pit; but they were not delivered from going 
down to the pit, therefore he did not give himielf 3 
ranſom for them, for they were cut off vith a ſtrote, and 
a great ranſom cannot deliver them, Job xxxvi. 18. And 


— od =, * — 63 FR n 


accepted time and in the day of ſalwation; but eternity 
is not in time at all, —it is not in due time, —it is not 
the accepted time and it is not the day of ſalvation : for, 
behold, row. 7s the accepted time—and now is the day of 


day.—But hell is night, the very b/ackne/s of dariny Wi :. 


for ever, where the worm dieth not, and where the fire it g; 


not quenched, and where thoſe that hardened their necks, th 
are now loſt without remedy. Many ſuch irrefutable 8. 
contraſts I might draw againſt your doctrine, but . 
would be doing it too much honour; therefore I dell. WF. 
But that blind ſtupidity itſelf might never commit ſuck WF. 
an unpardonable blunder, as do ſuppoſe that the dead . 
ef Chriſt was ever intended to be a marriage contrad . 
between himſelf and Satan, we are given to under- 
ſtand, clearly as words can teach us, that his errand ind 1 
our world was of a nature as much the reverſe, as the P; 


caſt is from the weſt Wl, or light from darkneſs; fat 


as he came to finiſh tranſgreſlion, and bring in everlaſ 
| f ing 


-% 
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ng righteouſneſs for his people, and reconcile them to 
God through his death; it was through death he 
deftrozed him that had the power of death, zhat i, the 
Devil, and «47:4 principalities and powers, made a ſhew. 
of them openly, triumphing over them in it, and not. 
| redeeming them by it.—Sir, this is ſuch a ſtubborn and 
cternal fact —ſuch an inſuperable objection againſt your 
eaol-deliwery doctrine, that J defy you, and all the 
| philoſophy on earth, with all the ſubtlety of Hell . ever 
to paraphraſe away or refute; evade it you may, but 
anſwer it you cannot. — And thus in all my Epiſtles, I 
have carefully drawn the faireit lines of diſtinction be- 
tween the children of light, and the children of dark- 
neſs; between them that ſhall be heirs of falvation, and 
them that are ſons of' perdition; their different diſpoſi- 
tions in this world, and their different portions in that 
to come. And aubat God hath put aſunder, let no man 
attempt to join together! For what concord hath Chriſt 
evith Belial! the jeed of the woman. with the old ſerpent ? 
Noon-day brightneſs with midnight darkneſs ? 1 

Winch. As the doctrine reſpects the caſe of Devils, I 
have always found the greateſt reluctance to attempt an 
elueidation of it; and 1 now perceive, that it will take 
me at leaſt one twelve month's laborious ſtudy before I 
ſnall be able to ſolve all the difficulties connected with 
ſuch an objection; I therefore beg to wave it for the 
preſent, —But let us, I pray you, turn to the brighter 
tide of the queſtion, wiz. as it reſpects mankind; for I 
ſtill inſiſt upon the truth of the doctrine, notwithſtanding 
this or any other formidable objections that may be 
brought againſt it: and I ground the whole of it 
upon theſe two premiſes, which I call the major and 
the minor. I. That all things are delivered unto the 
Son without exception: Matth. xi. 27—And 2. that 
all that are given him, fhall come to him in ſuch a 
* manner as not to be caſt out*.””? 

Paul. What! all things delivered unto the Son! And 
all that the Father giveth him, ſhall come to him! 
Pray, do you bring theſe two paſſages to explain each 


: ** Dialogues, page 93. 
B | | other 2 


14 THE UNIVERSAL RESTORATION 


other? and both together to ſupport a Univerſal Re. 
ſtoration of the damned? 

Winch. Sir, the former is unerceplionable, and the 
latter, with a little pains, may be rendered paſſabl'“ 
The one is quite appoſite to the doctrine; the other caſt; 
a, benevolent ſmile upon it: two paſſages that ſound 
more alike in favour of the doctrine, I could not find 
in all the Bible; nay, better paſſages J would not deſire; 
—ſtronger premiſes cannot be laid. On theſe I reſt and 
riſk the whole doctrine. | 

Paul. It requires but very little diſcernment to ſee 

and point out, how groſsly and ſtupidly you have wreſted 
and miſapplied them; p:c4:»g, rather than /earching the 
Scriptures, is evidently your practice; a charaQeriflic 
which juſtly expoſes your doctrine te the utmolt ridicule 
and contempt. But let me for a few moments beg your 
reluctant attention to the connection vf the former pal- 
ſage; one of the premiſes (you ſay) on which your 
doctrine is founded. At that time, Feſus anſwered and 
aid, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and earth, 
becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things from (and not diſcovered 
them unto) He wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed thin 
wnto babes : even Jo, Father ! for ſo it jeemed Good in i 
thy fight. All things are deliwered unio me of my Father, Wi 
and no man knoweth the Sen but the Father; neither by 
knexweth any man the Father, ſave the Son, and he 10 
aohemſocber the Son will reveal him. Come unto me all 
ye that labour and are heawy laden, and I will give ye reſt, bl 
It is evident from the connection of this paſſage, that, 
whatever things may be implied, the chief things in- 
tended, are ſpiritual things—things which are freely 
given to believers, for all things are theirs, and they are 
Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's; and all things are de- 
livered unto Chriſt, as Mediator, for their benefit, com- 
fort, and ſalvation; by virtue of which he immediately ; 
adds, Come unto me all ye that labour, and I will give 
you reft. There would be but very little ſenſe in the 
paſſage to read it thus :—AIll intelligences are delivered 
unto me of my Father. Come unto me all ye intel. in 
ligences that labour, and I will give ye reſt. Or, I 1 


thaak thee, O Father, that thou haſt hid theſe 9 
rom 


; 
5 
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tom the wiſe and prudent. But the wiſe and prudent 
are delivered unto me, and they ſhail not be long in the 
dark. — Much to the ſame purpoie we read, Matth. 
xxit. 4. All things are ready, come to the marriage. But 
according to your awkward mode of reaſoning, it would 
| be, Coma all things; for all things are ready; and ſo you 
would invite the one part of mankiad to come, and feaſt 
upon the other! 5 
But, taking it for granted, that Perſins are intended as 
well as things, all perſons, without exception, amongſt 
whom the wicked are included: for what purpoſe, or to 
wat end are they delivered unto him? To be re- 
E deemed, or reſtored? Where is it ſo much as hinted in 
any part of the chapter? To the weary and heavy 
laden only, is the promiſe of reſt; but there is no reſt, 
faith my God to the wicked. Upon the wicked, God 
W ſhall rain ſnares, fire, and brimſtone, an horrible tempeſt: 
this ſhall be the portion of their cup.—God is angry 


with the wicked every day: they may be delivered unto” 


Cbriſt, and find it a feartul thing to tall into his hands! 
for as none can pluck his ſheep out of his hands, neither 
can any deliver his enemies out of his hands. To ſay 
they ſhall be reſtored, becauſe delivered unto Chriſt, 
lis juit as abſurd, as it would be to ſay, „ criminals ſhall 
be acquitted, becauſe, they are delivered into the hands 
of jultice !?? for remember, he is a ju/t God, as well as 
Ba Saviour; and if his wrath is kindled but a little, 
bleſſed are they only that put their truſt in him. 
Hinch. All things are delivered unto Chriſt— that is 
enough for mel deſire no more of the paſſage ! 
Paul. But how abſurd and ſenſeleſs do the threatened 
zudgments upon Chorizon, Bethſaida, and Capernaum, 
appear in the preceding verſes, if Chriit here intends 
do ſet forth to them an Univerſal Reſtoration out of all 
heir miſery ! —Woe unto thee Chorizon ] awoe unto thee 
ril/aida! and thou Capernaum jhalt be brought dawn to 
Hell !—But l—all things are delivered unto me of my 
Pater, and ye ſhall all be reſtored, and brought up to 
waven. Is this the conſiſtency and beauty which dif- 
nguiſhes and adorns the doctrine of him who ſpake 


th every excellency as never man ſpake ? 
B 2 | Winch, 


* 
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Finch. Sir, I'Il tell you a curious ſtory, juſt brough 
to my remembrance !—* When I firſt began to defend 
and preach the univerſal doctrine, I was very much 
peſtered with the unwelcome vifits of a fellow, why 
called himſelf by the name of Confency; whoſe pro. 
vince, he ſaid, was to beautify ſyſtems, doctrines, creed 
and all literary productions; by guarding them again 
abſurdities and lies. He endeavoured to inſinuate hig. 
ſelf into my favour, by urging, that he had ever been 
held in the higheſt eſtimation and friendſhip by all the 
inſpired penmen; that no writer of any credit ever 
hazarded his reputation without ſtudying him on the 
ſubject, and that ſome who had been filly enough to 
ſend out their unfiniſhed doctrines, without the excelles. 
cies he was always ready to beſtow upon them, only 
made themſelves appear contemptible blockheads, o 
pitiable fanatics !—Being willing to have any ſeemins WM 
contradictions reconciled, I at laſt preſented to him 4% 
| ſhillings-worih of the bleſſed doctrine which I was abou 
2 to publiſh. He read it through with a mixture of 
b amazement and indignation. Art laſt throwing it totis 

other fide of the room, he exclaim-d, in an angry tone, 

«© Sir, the whole ſyſtem is compoled of nothing bu 
5 « grols abſurdities and lies! utterly beyond the react 
1 of art or argument to harmonize or reconcile: 50 
«** never ſure intended to have unity or truth in it: you 
«© muſt have blundered to ſhew your abilities in blaader: 
«© ing; erred, to give a rule for erring; and mad 
* contradictions to be as a ſyſtem, for others to lean 


ce the art of contradiftion !—Wrong premiſes, abſuii be 
„ inferences, unjuſt concluſions, from firit to laſt; b w! 
c out the whole, and begin a- freſn is the beſt adric wi 
I can give you; and till then, I can do nothing ye 
4 you.”—You may be ſure I ſoon ſent Mr. Confijte ou 
about his buſineſs; nor have I ever been troubled ui pre 
him fince—What! ftudy Cor/ency ! adviſe with Cu 
/Rency ! be guided by Cornfiſicency /—Sir, I cannot beuß the 
the name, therefore, never mention it—all things ene 
delivered unto Chriſt—and all. that the Father give) in 
him, ſhall come to him in ſuch a manner as to be in! 1 


wife caſt out. —It does not matter how. 
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Paul. As to be in no wiſe caſt out you ſay; then let me 
W af you, at what time or period ſhall they thus come 
W unto him? : „ | 
Minch. In that great day when Chriſt ſhall give up 
« the kingdom to the Father.“ 12 52 
Paul. All things are delivered unto Chriſt, and all 
that the Father giveth him (not the all things delivered 
unto him) ſhall come to him in that great day, &c. in 
W fuch a manner as not to be caſt out. — Vou would have 
it believed, that by the phraſes all things delivered, and 
= al! ibat the Father giveth, we are to underſtand one and 
W the ſame thing; and fo the inference is plainly. this: 
al things ſpall be in no wiſe caſt out. And wig; 
the angels who kept not their firſt eſtate, are now under 
chains of darkneſs, until the judgment of the great day; 
pet even then, (among the 4¼ things) they ſhall come 
uro him in ſuch a manner as zo be in no wwi/e caſt out ! 
W The wicked, who are now treaſuring up wrath againſt the. 
day of wrath, and the revelation of the righteous judge- 
| ment of God, ſhall even then come unto him in ſuch a: 
8 manner as to be in no wite caſt out! and although the 
Lord je us ſhall be revealed from heaven with his 
migh.y angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them. 
| that know not God, who ſhall be puniſhed with ever- 
laſting deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord, and. 
from the glory of his power, when he comes to be, 
glorified in bis aints, yet! they ſhall come unto him 
in ſuch a manner as to be in no wite cait out! Yea, al- 
though he ſhall even cauſe the unprofitable tervant to 
de bound hand and foot, and caſt into outer darkneſs, 
here there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, and 
"ere the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched, 
pet! be ſhall be in no wiſe caſt out! in no wiſe caſt 
ort! — And theſe are the two premyes on which you 
pretend to ground the bleed dodtrine, are they? 

Winch. They are the two mighty props which ſupport 
ei the whole fabric: Tam fatisfied with them, and that is 
oo Ongh. 1 ſhill till! hope againſt hope, and be ftrong. 
cog?! the faith, giving olory. to God. . 3 
Fa. Sir, I would have vou beware, left that ſhould 

be fulfilled in you which is threatened |! «© For this:cauſe, 
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God ſhall ſend them Hrong deluſion, that they: ſhould 
believe a lie: that they all might be damned who be. 
Heve not the truth. 2 Theſſ. ii. 11. | * 
Winch, Nays worthy apoſtle, I was juſt going to ob. 
ferve, that, after all you have ſaid in the heat of your 
zeal for truth, I eſteem you highly! and ſhall now tell 
—— ſomething which will doubtleſs meet your approba. 
on, and may yet ſecure your friendſhip. I have lately 
pubhſhed a Sermon, wherein I have meekly repreſented 
ou as an avowed advocate for the Reſtoration—having 
firſt frankly acknowledged eleckion, reprobation, and par. 
ticular redemption, to be Scripture truths—ſo that! 
am no enemy to theſe doctrines—I receive them all 
mto my ſyſtem—Nay, Sir, if you will but admit 
the reſtoration as a truth, I will hold any thing von 
leafe ; therefore, let us not differ about words, for [ 
would not be reckoned an enemy of the great apoſtle 
Paul, or an oppoſer of his doctrine on any account! our 
ſentiments in the main are certainly one. 5 
Paul. Begone adulator! you have learned flattern 
like a ſcience.— Our ſentiments are oppoſite as truth 
and error can make them: you hold an election where 
atone are, left, and a reprobation where all are beloved; 
neither one thing nor the other, but a mingle mangle of 
compound nonſenſe : and reſpecting particular redemp- 
tion, you have already told me, that in your preſent 
views, it is the echpie and darkneſs of the ghurch,.”— 
And would you preach dar4ne/s ? and would you preaci 
an eclipſe? The Goſpel that J preach, brings life and 
immortality to light wherever it comes; and if it be 
eclipſed, it is eclipſed to them that are loſt—ſee 2 Cor, 
iv. 3. Ycu hold election and particular redemption, w. 
becauſe you cannot help it; more io ſerve yourſelf than 
truth: the former that you may evade it, and the latter 
that you may overthrow it. You profeſs friendſhip for 
them, in order that your own diabolical doctrine may 
eſcape their force, and in the mean time ſap their very 
foundation. Aud juch are falſe apeſtles, deceitful and 
crafty workers, transforming ibemſelwes into the apoſtles 
Chrift, wheje end ſhall be according to their works, 3 
Cor. xi. 13, 15.— That particular redemption is a truth, 
none will deny, except thoſe that labour and ſtudy : 
* oppor 


\EXHT132TTED TW 


oppoſe revelation and reaſon ; but that general redemp- 
tion ſhould likewiſe be true, is an abſurdity without a pa- 
rallel! for if all, without exception, are fully intereſted, 
in the ſame love, ſaved freely by the ſame grace, and 
redeemed 4vholly by the ſame blood; if they are all the 
ſons of God without deference, and heirs of the ſame 
inheritance, which they muſt be, or not at all; why are 
any of them ſaffered to die in their fins, and drop into 
| hell ? Why are they not accepted, zz the acceptable time, 
and ſaved in the day of /alvation ? We have as much ground 
| from Scripture to fear that the righteous ſhall be damned 
after they are ſaved, as we have to hope that the wicked 
ſhall be ſaved, after they are once damned ; the ſame 
words which afirm the unalterable ftate of the former, 
conclude equally againſt the poſſibility of a change for 
the latter; and if the righteous jcarcely be ſaved, where 
| ſball the ungodly and the fauner appear ? T heje ſpall go away 
into everlaſting puniſpment, BUT the righteous into life eter- 
nal. Where then is general redemption ? | 
| PZizch. In aniwer to all you have ſaid, or can ſay on 
this ſubject, let me juſt obſerve, that ſome are ſo 
% ſank in fin, as not to be reformed by any means in 
this life ; yet that is no argument that God is not 
able to ſubdue the moſt rebellious in another ſtate, 

«« by means that may be effeQually uſed there, though 

[© they could not be uſed here.“ X 

Paul. What! ſome ſo ſunk in ſin as not to be reformed 

in this life! who are they? in the name of wonder. 
Winch. Nay, but IT cannot tell you who they are, nor 
where they be: I ſaid /ome; and you may find them out. 
Paul. Are there any ſinners upon the face of the earth, 
without the reach of omnipotent power and divine blood ? 
Winch, Yes! Some fins are fo daring and preiump- 
W © tuous, as to provoke God to threaten, that they ſhall 
“not be purged away in this life.“ 

Paul. Some fins | What fins do you mean? Where do 
they exiſt? mention their names—deſcribe the r nature 
and malignancy. | 

Winch, I cannot fay that I know them by name, nor 
Tere they exiſt ; they mult certainly be /cmervhere, or 
omewhere elſe. Forbear, I pray you, ſuch critical enqui- 
J, for Jam an utter enemy to it! Be content with things 

5 In 
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in a general way, without ſo many whats, whys, and 
wheres. 5 
Paul. Do you mean the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt? 
becauſe all manner of ſin and blaiphemy, that alone 
excepted, may be pardoned and waſhed away; or other. 
wile, to ſuit your preſent conveniency, and evade the force 
of truth, you muſt be under the neceſſity of limiding 
the word al/ in this place, and fo not allow that a// man- 
ner of {in and blaſphemy may be forgiven, nor that ihe 
blocd of Chriſt cleanieth from a/l ſin, only from jan 
ſins. ; . 3 
Finch. Certainly, the word all muſt be limitted in 
both theſe places. — But I don't mean the ſin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt; 1 did not particularize any fin : 1 ſaid fins, 
(in the plural) /me fins, &c. and you may find them out 
af you can. | 
Paul. Sir, you are evidently an enemy to ſalvation 
through the blood of Chriſt, and fanCtification by the 
Spirit of Grace. Your diabolical ſentiments are calcu— 
lated to fink men deeper in fin than they now are, and 
hurry them with a ten- ſold rapidity, to perdition and 
eternal woe. By promiſing them lite, as the old ſerpent 
did our firſt parents, they with greater earneſtneſs ſeek 
death in the error of their way. Ye /Aall not jurely die, 
was the doQrine ſatan preached ſo ſucceſsfully in Eden. 
Your doctrine is abſolutely the ſame, both in its nature 
and tendency : you reverſe the denunciations of the moſt 
high God, and ſay, Peace, peace to the wicked, when there 
is no peace. You promiſe them a Reftoration, while outer 
and everlafling deſtruction is coming upon them: you 
turn the curſes of God into bleſſings, and call them his 
people, who are not his people. The precious promiſes 
he hath been pleafed to give, to ſtrengthen the faith and 
ſapport the minds of his elect, you proititute to eſtabliſh 
deluſion, and feed the rotten hopes of his enemies. You | 
caſt the childrens bread pro miſcuouſly to dogs, while ſome 
of them only bark at your unſcriptural benevolence ; and 
inſtead ot /zeding the church of God, which he hath pur- 
chajed with his own blood, you rob Zion of her heavenly 
proviſion, to make it a common repaſt jor all the damned! 
By telling ſinners that they are ſo ſunk in fin, as not 1 
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be reformed by any means in this life, you copy exactly 
alter the Father of lies; for it is one of his helliſh devi- 
ces to tell men, that ** they are ſo ſunk in fin as not to 
ce be reformed.“ And thus you ftreagthen the hands of 
| evil doers, and give them a licenſe to fin, as it were, 
with a cart-rope, and go to the full ſtretch of all iniquity. 
| By ſaying that effectual means cannot be uſed here, you 
E tarniſh the luſtre of Goſ pel grace, and deny the efficacy 
of the Redeemer's blood; and by ſaying that more ef- 
fſectaal means ſhall be uſed in hell for that purpoſe, you 
derange all Goſpel order; and, in ſhort, would turn the 
| whole iyſtem of Chriſtianity upſide down. But be not 
| deceived, God is not mocked ; whatſoever a man ſoweth, 
| that ſhall he alſo reap. If Satan has the harveſt of your 
life in this world, Juſtice, like a devouring fire, ſhall ſeize 
| the /ubb/e at laſt. If ye die in your fins, where Chriſt 
is, you ſhall not be. Nuo ye not that the unrighteous 
ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God ? Be not deceived, nei- 
| ther fornicators, nor idolator s, nor adulterers, &c. ſhall in- 
= herit the kingdom of God, Not that they are to ſunk in fin 
as not to be reformed in this life; for ſuch ] have told 
| the Corinthians, we re ſome of you. - But ye are waſhed — 
but ye are jan#ified—but ye are juft.fied in the name of 
| the Lord Feſus, and by the Spirit! of our God. 
| #inch. And ſuch I acknowledge are ſome of the 
damned — ut they ſhall be ſeverely Iaſhed—but they jhall be 
= terrified out of their ſenſes - but they ſhall be tormented out of 
| their fins, by the proceſs of refining fire, and by the un- 
gatery of my ſcheme. * Bleſſed doctrine { angels need 
it not, but they rejoice in it: it is the full benevolence of 
| Deity to ſinners.“ 

Paul. Sir, the torments of the damned is not the be- 
nevolence, but the wrath of Deity; and I defy you to 
prove, either from Scripture or reaſon, that the wrath of 
| God is in the leaſt calculated to ſubdue the enmity of the 
heart, reform the lite, or beget affection from the party 
tormented, but the reverſe. 

Winch, « It muſt be admitted, that although certain de- 
grees of puniſhment will enflame, harden, and enrage, 
pet larther degrees produce quite contrary —_— 

| Paul. 


A Ts E 
Ia root nas i, Te By 


I 4 8 DO CE I IE INI Py X a ——— * — — CEOS 
Rakes js - 1 Hoa Sang; 1 . . 3 & 2 * 9 — r Fo 
PE EE ee ͤ ͤ al eerie” «ads a a 
— Ate => l a 
* Y n — — —ĩ 1 _= 212 


3 0 
NN. 
1 
4 
fl 
1 f 
g | 
| 
8 
: 
2 1 


9 

. 
ore 
3 5 
1 
487 
3 
E 
N $ 

1 
1 4 


+ *] 
i By 
br P 23 
* 7” * 
Hh 
Ina 
= 
FLA 
4 5 
PL 
8 
Fc] 
Ps 
8 
25 * 
pf 
13 
Fd 
vi 


_ > —— : 
8 5 2 


be ſtill more ablurd to (ay of the ungodly, T vey ſpall be 


_ everlaſting is therefore properly annexed to it; which, 


things, be intended for the means of their reformation 
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Paul. You have now mentioned the word puni/hent, 
Before we proceed, I beg to be favoured with your ex. 
planation of it; for although you may admit the bare 
word, I am afraid you reje& the awful truth itſelf: 7770 
/hall go aabay inte everlating puniſhment. 

Finch. 1 have endeavoured ta make it appear plauſible 
enough, that the word. there rendered puniſpment, only 
ſignifies correction, or fatherly chaftiſement, and that the 
word everlaſting, annexed thereto, cannot ſignify edles 
duration, as it would be abſurd to ſay, endleſs chaſrijement, 
or, ſtrictly, everlafling correction. = 

Paul. Very well, ſophiſt! then, if ſo, God dealeth 
with them as with ng: and now be fo kind as to inform 
me, with whom dealeth he as with baſtards ? 

Winch. Baſtards ! Baſtards ! Sir, there are no ſuch 
perſons in exiſtence ; univerſal charity has made them 
all ſons and heirs ! | 

Paul. Correction and chaſtiſement is a moſt ineſtimable 
bleſſing! and is intended to produce the moſt ſalutary 
effects in thoſe who are exerciſed therewith, as you your- 
ſelf allow. And now, if puniſhment there ſignifies 
chaſtijement, and if chaſtiſement is really a bleſſing, it 
would be much more abſurd to fav, 7 heje ſhall go away 
into an everlaſting bleſſing ; or, as in another place, it would 


chaſtiſed (or puniſhed) with everlaſting deſtruction from 
the preſence of the Lord, &c. Deſtruction, at leaſt, you 
muſt acknowledge, cannot ſignify chaſtiſement, (for then 
it would read, chaſti ed with chaſti/ement,) and the word 


in fact, amounts to the ſame thing, and jets forth the ſame 
truth as, „ee ſhall go axway into everlaſting puniſhment, 
and ſuch a puniſhment as cannot, in the very nature of 


or converſion ; for he ſhall break them with a rod of iron, 
(which is not a rod of love,) ard dah them in pieces like a 
forter's veel! which bears no affinity to chaſtijement, or 
fatkerly coſ recti. — Thus, as I juſt obſerved, you turn 
curies into bleſſing, ana 1 ſhall expect ſoon to hear you 


turn bleſſings into curſes ; for ſo you pervert and revue 
| [ 


EXHIBITED. . 23 \ 


the Sacred Writings to ſpeak all manner of nonſenſe, and 
appear full of the moſt glaring and irreconcilable con- 
traditions, —But to return: Certain degrees of pu- 

« niſhment, you ſay, will enflame, harden, and enrage ; 
yet further degrees will produce contrary effets.”'— Y 
hat this is to be numbered amongſt the reſt of your ab- 4 
ſurdities, let me juſt obſerve, that the greater the de- | 
gree of puniſhment, a greater degree of deſpair muſt ö 
neceſſarily follow. The ſtronger a priſoner is confined, * 
the leſs hopes he will have to be acquitted. The greater 
the wrath of God to the damned, the leſs reaſon can they 
have to believe in his love, or hope in his mercy, and 
where there is nothing but wrath, avrath without mixture, 4 
there can be none at all: faith and hope are utterly ex- A 
E cluded, conſequently there can be no love; and of courſe 3 
no humble filial obedience, or any thing that looks like 
reformation; for as faith in the love of God only can 
produce love to him again, and hope, ſuch as maketh not 
Jaſhamed, can only be eftabliſhed by its being ſhed abroad 
in the heart; and as univerſal obedience to the revealed 
will of God is the effect flowing from ſuch cauſes, ſo re- 
verſe cauſes will produce juſt the contrary effects. The 
Evwrath of God will not ſoften the heart but harden it; will 
not take away the enmity, but eftabliſh it; will be no 
auſe of faith, hope, and charity; but unbelief, hope, 
nd black deſpair : and the greater the degree of love 
ew to believers, on the one hand, and wrath to unbe- 
Wicvers on the other, the greater a degree of their diffe- 
Went effects will each of them produce. —*<* Love begets 
love,“ ſay all wiſe men; and none will dare to reverſe 
he words but a fooliſh man, or a wicked man, or a de- 
guded man, But to ſuppoſe for a moment that a greater, 
Ir the greateſt degree of wrath in hell, ſhould produce in 
That redeeming love could not do upon earth; that juſ- =_ 
hee ſhould be more powerful to ſave than Jeſus; the 4 
ging worm more able to change the heart, than the 1 
WP Dit of Grace; and that a river of brimſtone ſhould = 
more efficacious than a fountain of Divine Blood, 'F 
ch was opened for all manner of fin and uncleanneſs, 
| 13 
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new and ſanctify the vileſt, and fave to the very utter. 


ence? or what reaſon can you give, that notorious har- 


chaſte virgins muſt themſelves be caſt down to devils, 


See Practical Obſervations on the Eighteenth chapter of the Firſt Book 
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is a deluſion with a witneſs l“ is nothing leſs than tramy. 
ling under foot the Son of God, and counting the blood 
of the covenant, (which cleanſeth from. all fin,) an un- 
holy thing, and doing deſpite to the Spirit of Grace, who 
is able (without the aſſiſtance of Hell Torments) to re. 


moſt, the chief of ſinners. 

But how ignorant Sir, muſt you be of God, the ſerip. 
tures and your own heart, to imagine that he would ſave 
all in this life, and yet cannot on account of the great. 
neſs or malignancy of the fins of /ome/ This naturally 
ſuppoſes that none but a ſort of moral, reputable ſinners, 
can be ſaved in this life; which by the bye is a moſt glar. 
ing falſehood, for Chriſt came into the world to ſave fin. 
mers; of whom I am chief: and he came not 10 call ili 
righteous, but finners to repentance. Why then the differ. 


lots ſhould have their devils caſt out in this life, and 


Matt. xxv. 10. were hey ſo ſunk in ſin, as not to be re- 
formed by any means that could be uſed here? was re. 
formation the chief thing they wanted? or will you be 
ſo abſurd as to ſay, that they were caft down to hell, to 
get oil in their lamps? Sir, you ſeem at a loſs to gue 
me an anſwer. ä 

Finch. I could anſwer all your objections with the 
greateſt eaſe, and overthrow all you have ſaid; but I pe- 
ceive you are Scripture-proof againſt all I advance; ! 


* cc The ſevereſt judgments will not, of themſelves, humble or chan?! 
the hearts of finners ; nay, they often grow more hardened under them, 
even to deſperation. The #:agmed fire of Purgatory therefore, 0 
the real torments of Hell, poſſeſs no purifying efficacy; and the finnet 
under the anguiſh of his ſuffering, will continually increaſe in wicket 
neſs, and accumulate wrath to all eternity: for nothing, except tit 
atoning blood of Chriſt, can expiate the guilt; nothing, except the 
ſanctifying Spirit of God, can purge away the pollution of ſin: 4 
other expedients are Satanica! deluſions to keep men from this on 
fountain which God hath opened for fin and for uncleanneſs. 


of Kings, in the Forty-feventh Number of the Rev. Mr. Scott 
Family Bible, now publiſhing in Weekly Numbers, by Bellamy and 
Roberts, behind St, Clement's Church, Strand, = 

: 1 4 | 
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| ſhall, therefore, anſwer you in {ſettled filence and pro- 
found contempt.—At my leiſure, however, I ſhall la- 
| bour the point a little, and endeavour to fortify the 
minds of my poor flock againſt ſuch a mode of reaſon- 
| ing.—Reaſoning ! 1 perceive, which if well weighed, 
and cloſely purſued by them, would, moſt aſſuredly, 
wreck their faith, blaſt their hopes, and ſend the bleſ- 
ſed doctrine to the devil !—At the ſame time I would 
have you underftand, that my views of puniſhment do 
| not in the leaſt tend to depreciate the blood of Chriſt, 
or ſet aſide the work of the fpirit ;—*<* puniſhment is 
«« only deſigned to humble and prepare the hearts of 
| «© rebels for the grace of God to operate upon :?* and 
thus I have endeavoured, by ſome means or other, to 
ſecure the glory to free grace after all. | 
Paul. Doubtleſs, for the credit of your doctrine, you 
would ſplit the hair if you could, and give grace the 
glory of that, which, in the mean time, you are unavojd* 
| ably under the neceſſity of attributing to puniſhment : 
the latter evidently ſhines the brighteſt in the great 
work of reſtoration, and therefore deſerves the higheſt 
praiſe.— But how far this work of preparation mult go 
before they are quite ready for the ſpirit to begin his 
part; or how far reſtored they muſt be before they can 
receive the remiſſion of their ſins, is, perhaps, a ſecret 
in the doctrine, which I muſt not aſk you to divulge. 
Every ſytem pretends to myſteries, and this, perhaps, 
is one of your's. But ſo far it is clear, that thoſe who 
were „ ſo ſunk in fin as not to be reformed by an 
% means in this life,“ ſhall then (although in the bot- 
tomleſs pit ]) be raiſed up even by the weight of wrath, 
to ſit together with Chriſt in heavenly places, while his 
grace prepares them for heavenly manſions; and thoſe 
certain frightful unknown myſterious * fame fins, which 
could not be pardoned here,“ will then be purged 
away, and only fins of a leſſer magnitude left for the 
exerciſe of his boaſted benevolence and unis erſal charity. 
Being then thoroughly purged in the furnace from their 
un and drofs, they can want but little waſhing in the 
fountain of his blood ; having their hearts ſoftened and 
mollifed by ſuch a proceſs, they can want but little of 
| nn > 55 his 
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his fulneſs; and having ſuffered ſeverely for their own 
ſins, they can want but. very little of his pardoning 
mercy. i he work being thus ſo nearly finiſhed to his 
hands, he may then, peradventure, addreſs them to 
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this effect: Come now, let us reaſon together. Since 


your fins are not as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white ay 
ſnow ; fince they are not now fo red as crimſen, they 
mall be as wool; turn ye to your ſtrong holds ye 
priſoners of hope! ye have been my fellow afliant 
in the work of redemption, and have, therefore, 2 
moſt undoubted right to ſhare its bleſſings, and glory 
in my preſence !—I paid the debt due to your fins; 


{o have ye alſo, to the very uttermeſt farthing. | 


trod the wine-preſs of the fierceneſs and wrath of 
Almighty God for your ſakes ; ſo have ye likewiſe 
for your own ſakes. I drank the cup of his indigna. 
nation; ſo have ye without the leaſt mixture; and! 
was made under the law, and made a curſe that ye 
might be redeemed from the curſe of the law and re. 


ceive the adoption. of ſons; and ye have likewiſe 


been made a curſe. Stern juſtice is now therefore 
well paid, and conſequently well pleaſed ! and ye 
have, on my account, and your own together, a 
double right to redemption and the adoption of 
ſons.—Your hearts are now ready for my grace to 
operate upon; ye are now within the reach of my 
eve laſting arms, and fit to receive virtue from the 
balm ot Gilead. Ariſe Oli Sodom and Gcmorral, 
Ariſe Tyre, Sidon, and Capernaum, Old Belxebul, 
Pharaoh, Rabſharxcth, Herod, and Judas, break of 
your everlaſting chains of darkneſs, renounce all re- 
lationſhip to perdition, and ariſe, ſhine, for your light 
is com?! Ariſe old MOTHER OF HARLOTS 
AND ABOMINATIONS, whoſe appetite for fin 
was ever the keeneſt after  drinkirg the largef 
draughts of iniquity, and never ſat shRed with rol- 


ling in the common mire of corruption, unle!s 


drunk with the blood of the ſaints!— But now be- 
ing thoroughly purged from all thy filthineſs, the 
ſimcke of thy torment ſhall aſcend up no longer. 
Arue, my iter, my ſpouſe, my fair one, and come 
away! Ariſe aud ling, ye that dwell in everlaſting 

«« burnings 
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„ bornings! Ariſe and ſhine all ye for whom was re- 
( ſferred the blackneſs of darkneſs; and with one 
« united chorus of thankſgiving and praiſe reſound the 
marvelous benewclence of divine wrath ! the amazing 
virtue of devouring fire! the myſterious /wweetne/s of 
bitter dregs ! the heart-diffolving efficacy of conjelr- 
dating miſery! and the Healing nature of outer and 
8 «© everlaſting deſtruction !'?—to which ſuch half-bared, 
Lalflewved fouls, ba!f-wweeping, Halferqjoiciung, might fin- 
cerely reply * unto him that loved us and curſed us! 
« ranſomed us and loſt us! redeemed us and damned 
aus! diſcharged our debts and caſt us into priſon ! 
ſuffered for our fins, and tormented us for the ſame ! 
unto the fire that purged us, the blood that waſhed 
aus, and the grace that poliſbed us, and finiſhed the 
work of reftoration for us, be the glory and praiſe 
for ever!“ Fleſſed doctrine! thou art a reproach to 
bim that firſt founded and formed thee ; thou art a dif. * 
8 grace to them that teach and propagate thee ; and thou 
wilt make lang bing focks to ihe damned of all them that 
truſt thee ! | N | 
ich. Sir, you have ſtripped the doctrine of its 
beautiful robe of Hun phraſeolagy and logical orna- 
ments; and I mutt confeſs, that in its nated form, it 
rather appears to a diſadvantage, and ts more likely to 
diſguſt than allure the beholder. —Were I thus to ex- 
hkibir and preach it in public! alas, Sir! I ſhould ſcon 
bare empty pews, and hardly be able to prevail upon 
me door-keeper to hear it out. | 
Paul. I hope then you are convinced of the fal- 
lacy and abſurdity of it. | 
| Winch. No, by no means! —I ſhall dreſs it up 
Fzireſh, and labour harder than ever I have yet done, to- 
Bake this branch of my creed appear in a more rational 
end harmonious light: were I to give up the efficacy of 
WF onilhment, (mind that!) I give up all, and ſhould 
Poole light of the reſtoration in 2 moment. But lo! how 
ricioully ard beautifully things are coupled and linked 
W=zctier |—Univerſal charity purpoſes to fave all lapſed 
Prelligences— Ay, but “ ſome are fo ſunk in fin as 
act to be reformad by any means in this life; yet 
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that is no argument, they ſhall be ſaved notwithſtang: 
ing; yea, for this very purpoſe heil torments are de: 
ſigned and calculated. Hence, in the cup of wratj 
which they muſt drink ev/thout mixture, there ſhall be 
ſuch a medicinal purgative %% as ſhall diſſolve thy 
hardneſs of their hearts, cleanſe them from their fi. 
thieſt ſins, eradicate the {trongeſt roots of bitterneſ;, 
and prepare them for the grace of God to operate upon; 
Ergo, O, lovely gradation !—Then follows a final and 
univerſal reſtoration, - „„ os 

„That puniſhment to a certain degree produces 
«« rage, but to a certain degree beyond produces ſub: 
« mitjion; I can illuſtrate by the well- authenticated 
«« fact of a waggon- maſter-general, who was ſentenced 
«« to receive five hundred laſhes for abuſing his power.“ 

Paul. Sir, 1 have nothing to do with your waggon- 


maſter—one plain aſſertion of ſacred truth, of which 


a jot nor tittle ſhall ever fail, has a higher authority to 
demand our regard than ten thouſand facts beiide, 
That puniſhment to a certain degree produces rage, but 
to a certain degree beyond produces b/a/phemy and hard: 
1 %. , heart, I can illuſtrate by the wel- authenticated 
fact of Rev. xvi. 9, 10, II, 21. And men avere ſcorched 
au:/bþ GREAL HEAT, and BLASPHEMED THE Goh 0? 
HEAVEN—and they repented not to give him glory ani 
they GNAWED THEIR TONGUES FOR PAIN, 4d BLAs- 
FHEWMED THE GOD VF HEAVEN, Gecau/e of ther pain 
and their ſores, and repented not of their deeds and thett 


fell upon men, a GREAT HAIL out of heaven, (tor upon 


the wicked he ſhall rain an horrible tempeſt | Pial Xi. ö.) 
and men BLASPAEMED GoD, Secauſe of the plagre i 
the hail; for the plague thereof was EXCEEDING GREAT! 

What can be more deciſive and ſatisfactory than these 
things? enough, I ſhould think, to ſilepce all your a 
villations, if you have not wilfully ſhut your ey 
againſt the light, and hardened your heart againſt col. 
viction !—that the puniſhment of the damned 1s 4. 
tended with no ſuch ſalutary effects as you /z:gr to be. 
lieve, is evident, ſrom the very nature of it; it woutd 
be a flat contradiction in terms. if it was: puniſhmell 


would be no longer puniſhment; curſing * . 
"Br ong 
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longer curſing ; and wrath would be longer wrath ; 
being deſigned ſimply for their reformation; but to be 
reformed is no puniſhment ;-and being the bleſſed means 
for bringing them to eternal felicity, it would, in fact, 
be nicl-naming the thing to call it a puniſhment : in ſuch 
| a caſey they might triumphantly adopt the language of 
& i2ſpiration, and ſay, We are exceeding: joyful in all our 
tribulations, knowing that. they work for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal wweighr of glory. But not to innu- 
merate abſurdities, let me juſt obſerve, that in the great 
(Bugbear) day of judgment, inſtead of a tremendous 
judge in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that 
know not God; we ſhall fee one, who like a benevolent 
E afended father, with pardons in the one hand, and a 
rod of correction in the other, ſhall ſay to the wicked, 
, Get ye gone from my preſence, ye hardened vil- 
« lains! ye ſhall not have the pardons till by and. 
by! ye have behaved very bad! ye are very much 
ſunk in fin !—While my ſaints return with me to 
Zion with ſongs of praiſe, ye ſhall go round the 
other way along with the devil and his angels; go 
ye vile rebels into - - refining fire prepared to prepare. 
the unprepared for my grace farther to prepare you 
for glory prepared for you.“ — And theſe jpall go away: 
| into lite eternal one way, but the righteous into life eter- 
7 note way: ſome ſooner, others later, but all at 
| laſt! | | 
inch. Nay Sir, I am atoniſhed to hear you trifle- 
with things of ſuch ſolemnity and importance! 
Paul. If there is any thing of a trifling nature in what 
I have ſaid, or may ſay, you may thank yourſelf for it— 
| According to your ridiculous notions, the moſt awful and 
| fublime paſſages may be read in a tle better calculated 
to tickle the ears of the giddy jeſter, than in the leaſt 
| to ſatisty the ſerious enquirer after truth. Such ſenti- 
ments intruded upon Scripture ſentences, make them 
appear fables and nonſenſe, greater than which cannot 
be deviied : and ti us it plainly appears, that particular 
Redemption is a truth, ank general purgatorial Redemp- 
dion, an abſurdity, a deluſion, and a lie. 
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Finch. e But what is there in the nature of things 
©. that forbids the idea of Chriſt's dying for all? Surely 
«< he might die for all, if he pleaſed. None could have 


«© been ſaved, unleſs. he had ſhed his blood, and 


p< ured 


<< out his foul unto death, and he could die for all as 
«« cafily as for a few. The Scriptures no where declare 
to the contrary: there is no paſſage that aſſerts, he did 
not die for all—after many chailenges to produce one, 


& none has been found.“ 


Paul. Alas, Sir, this mode of reaſoning favours you 
nothing, but leaves you juſt where you was. That he 
could die for all as eafily as for a few, [F he pleajed) | 
readily grant, and by the ſame rule, may likesiſe 
reaſon, and fay,—'* Surely, he might ſave all from 
their fins / he pleajed, (without. caſting them into hell), 
None could have been ſaved, unleſs he had put forth 
his Almighty power; and he could as eafily put forth 
his power for all, as for a few, (for he is able to fave 


to the utterm. ii). The Scriptures, no where declare 


to the contrary ; there is no paſſage that aſſerts, he it it 
abie to ſade to the uttermaſt II now challenge you to 
preduce one, and ſhall give you till doomſday to find it. 
Zut it did not ye, im to put forch his power for 
all, becahſe it did not pleaj/e bim to die for all, but 


for the children of God, that avere feaitered abroad, John 


xi. 52. He pave himyelf a ranjom for many ;—fvr as many 
as were ordained to eternal hi fe, for a greet number wich 
u man can number—tor Geds ele; and roje again for 
their juſtification. —They are ſaved from their fins; 
grace makes them fo differ from others; — they are en- 
lightened while others are indes; — they are ſaved b) 
the waſhing of regeneration, while others are left in 
the common mas of original corruption; and Chris 


prays for hem, and not for the aworld. 


Aud will you reje& the truth of particular Redemp- 


tion, unleſs your himſical fancy is gratified with the 


expreſs phraſe of words, he did net die for all PIs i 
not ſufficient for you, that he hath ſaid, I lay down 1 
life for the ſheep? and will you have the inſolence i 
add, “ Yea, Lord, for the gears alſo; it is all one i 
« thee, thou canſt as eaſily die for all as for a o_ 


; E XHI BIT E D. — 7 
nnd although you are told expreſsly that he ok not 
on him the nature of angels, will you take upon you 
to aſſert, that he is their Redeemer notwithſtanding ? 
Winch, Sir, | maintain it; and ſhall give you a reaſc 
W for it;—In one of your Epiſtles we read, Chr 
loved me, and gave himſelf for me; if you had 
added, yr me only, our hopes mult have expired, 
« and we ſhould not have expected to find that he pore 
| «© himſelf for the church. But as you, when ſpeaking 
of yourſelf, have not excluded others, we are en- 
| «© couraged to ſearch farther ; and we find with pleaſure, 
«« that Chriſt gave himſelf for others befides you, yea, 
„for the whole church; we rejoice at this: but do not 
«« find the door ſhut yet; and therefore, we go on 
8 © trembling, leaſt we ſhould find ourſelves excluded. ®*?? 
Paul. OurssLves !—Well tad fophiſt !—then you 
acknowledge 0ouRSELVES, Or your/elves to be 3 diſtincs 
8 c/2/5 from the church of Chriſt! for once I would 


W charitably hope you have ſpoke truth. —** The awhele 
W 27h, you fay,—a comprehenfive phraſe truly ! In 


which the <v/-9/e redeemed family of Heaven are in- 
| cluded : of courſe, (according to your own words) OUR- 
Lys muſt be a part of the Devil's great family; and 


ro part of the church of Chriſt. —Thus the whole of 


W :1n2nkind are divided into two bodies, and may be pro- 
perly diſtinguiſhed by THE WHOLE CHURCH 0F CHRIST; 
and, OURSELVES |! | 
inch. Sir, I beg to put that argument in my pocket 
again, nor ſhall I uſe it any more till it has undergone 
8 icme ſmall repair :—Bot I have till to urge, that, if 
all are not redeemed at laſt, you have told an untruth in 
| faying, There fin abcunded grace did much more abeuud 1; 
| 3 


* Goſpel preached by the apoſtles, page 12. 


1“ Who, than the mere man profound _ 

Of learning, the deep-ſcierc'd carnal ſcribe, 

„ CxrIsT's Church in ev'ry age, has trobled more? 
Not the leaſt grief of her try d preſent day. 
But fly diſpute diſtemp'ring long the world, 
If chreatened torment ſhall for ever lat? 

„To which thy thought, afirmative, inclines. 

*« Sateſt for man ſuch thought, and wi ſeſt too, | 
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«© The words ſhould be reverſed, and it ſhonld be ſaid, 


«. fix hath abounded more than grace; in that caſe there 
© could be no compariſon ; far leſs could grace claim the 
cc ſaperior ſway.” 

Haul. Sir, I perceive you are greatly affficted with 
a bad memory, or ſomething elſe. You (aid, juſt now, 


that ſome are ſo ſunk in fin as not to be refor _— by any 


means in this life (not even by grace) and that they 


« muſt have puniſhment. to prepare: their hearts for 


«« grace to operate upon.“ 


Winch. Ay, 1 a ſo, b - 1 ſaid ſo- - but, I ſaid 


ſo— ; 

Paul. You ſeem not to know what you ſay ; and here 
you allow that fin is ſtronger to damn, than grace is t9 
ſave; .and that grace cannot effet a change of their 
hearts till puniſhment prepares the way. "Here then 
indeed, the words ſhould be reverſed, te ſav, Sin hath. 


abounded more than grace; and in this caſe, there can 


be no compariſon. are them; far leſs, can grace 
claim the ſuperior tway ! But, tar be it from me, even 


<< Where paſſions need their ſtrongeſt curb of fear. 
«« The other dangerous, and too like profane: 
4 Seeking of God's ſharp threat to ſheath the ſting z. 
«© And by bland artifice, and ſoft-ſpun-phraſe 
« A theft of compiement would ſteal away 
6 Juſtice, that gem eſiential of his crow. 
4 Feigning it honour to his nature done, 
«© That Grace ſhould univerjally redeem. 
„„ Firſt minted in that pre-exiftent forge 
«« Of Ploro, and the crew of Cabaliſis 
« (S2:cious 1 grant to purblind rcaton fair) 
«© Squared well do ſuit their fable of the ſeul, 
„ Tho' her feign'd fripartite progreſſions laps'Jd; 
And many lapſes muſt have many cues, 
s Thus God as juf, muſt dase for God, as 3 
6% Bold mutilation of the Deity! 
c That (worſe than Babel inſolence !) would build 
6c God's goodneſs on the ruins of his truth, 
« Accounting nought is good but what is hind; 
« Not meaſuring it by Wiſdom's line—and what 
«15 Fuſtice ſelf but goodneſs modity*d ? 
«© And puniſhment is good where fin is 17, 
s Should that even endleſs be, while lis exiſts.” 
Baown's SuN DAT Txoucz rs. 


- 


to 


AXWEELTED.. i þ 


W +» ſurmiſe that the reign of Grace is either your ambition 

| or- delight !-—The' total deſtruction of all grace and 
godlineſs; the utter contempt of every thing that looks 
like true virtue, the ruin of immortal ſouls, and the 
8 reign of fin and hell, are the very eſſence and effects 
of your doctrine, he your pretenſions what they may, 
and your compliments to Grace ever ſo many. — But ac- 
W cording to the Scriptures,” if only one foul was to be 
W {aved from the power of ſin and the damnation of hell, 
it might be ſaid with the greateſt propriety, ** where itn 
abounded, grace did much more abound.” More I ſay 


from the Divine nature of it, where it is beſtowed, than 


in the fancied extent of it to apoſtates from whom God 
righteouſſy withholds it. | | 
Winch. ] ſhall not be damned for believing ; that is 


one comfort: for it is he that believeth 227 that ſhall 


be damned; and I ſhall till believe the bleſſed doctrine 
W after all you have ſaid, or can ſay againſt 1t.—I could 


defend it againſt the charge of leading to licentiouſneſs 
l could make it appear to be a doctrine according to 
= goulineſs, and I could ſay many fine ſmooth things in 
iss favour, but your want of meekneſs and charity con- 
ſtrains me to farbear. Bhs 
Faul. I have fought with beaſts at Epheſus, with a 
probability and hope of conqueſt; for, ſays James, every 
Won of beaſts, and of birds, and of ſerpents, and of things 
in ile /ea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of men; and by 
the grace of God, many of the brutal Epheſians were 
@ Dot only tamed into men, but converted into a church of 
= Ciriſtans and ſaints. But an aſſemblage of the diſpoſi - 
W tions of all theie into one beaſt, muſt be a beaſt indeed! 
almoſt an Hydra: and I am afraid, that with all your 
pretended zeal for the extent of the Goſpel, your ex- 
traordinary love for your fellow creatures, your peculiar 
interpretation of the Scriptures, and feigned openneis to 
= conviction, you rather, like the fowls of the air (or 
Woqicted ores, catch away the good ſeed already ſown ; 
and under ſpecious pretences, ſow tares to choak its 
growth. Like the crocodile you weep over the fouls, 
your ſy ſtem is calculated to deſtroy ; like the ſerpent full 
al twiltings and turnings, you evade the force of truth 1 
an 
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and reſiſt it with all the obſtinacy of a ſenſeleſs hog: ſuch 
a beaſt, I ſay, is a beaſt indeed !—In every point of 
view, your doctrine is ridiculous, unſcriptural, and per. 
nicious; while it feigns to exalt the love of God and 
ſalvation of Chriſt, it depreciates and ſets them at nought, 
80 far as believed, it has the inevitable tendency to 
leſſen the gratitude of his people, and rob him of their 
adoration and phraſes. Behold ! (ſays the apoſtle John) 
What manner of love the Father hath beftowed upon 
Us, that we ſhould be called the Sons of God. Lora, 
how 2s it that thou wilt maniſeſt thyſelf unro vs, and mt 
unto the world? IVE are of Gca, and the xvhole warld 
lieih in wickedneſs. A heart-felt ſenſe of fuch unmerited 
peculiar favour will produce the higheſt degree of gra- 
titude and praiſe, becauſe they ſec themſelves to be b) 
nature and praclice, be children of <rath, even as other:, 
equally ſunk in ftn with the vileſt, and plucked as brands 
from the burning; and hence they cry out, with aſto- 
niſhment and admiration ! How zs it Lord? To which, 
with all the inſolence of feigned meekneſs, you would 
even dare to anſwer; It is, becauſe they are not % 
«« ſunk in fin as others; becauſe, their fins are little, 
or not ſo large as others, and becauſe they are more 
« piou, pure, and ghable than others.” And not at all 
to the good pleature aud diſcriminating Grace of the 


Sovereign Lerd of Heaven and earth; and thus, inſtead 
ef hunility, you teach pride; and inſtead of praiſing, 


you teach boaſting; which God hath eternally excluded 
from every ſaved ſinner, Rom. iii. 27. | 

But be affured, that for all thee things God will 
bring you to judgment; as you are now teaching 4 
doctrine {or which you have neither precept nor pre- 
ſident; in Scripture, -you may expect to hear it then 
demanded of you, who hath reguired theje things at your 
hand? Nor can you expect to be ranked among the 
more honourable claſs of felf-Qecervers, many ot whom 
ſhall have the boldneſs to ſtep, forth and ſay, Lard, Lord, 
gabe not we piophaſßed in thy name, and in thy name cal 
out devils? &c. tor your doctrine is not in the very 
nature of things, calculated to caſt out devils ; but 


to ſecure. them in their quiet habitations, and _—_— 
their 


g / . . AE. 


E N _ 


W their numbers. It is in every ſenſe, a flat contradiction 
W to all true religion, virtue, and good order. It has 16 
place in Revelation; no ſanction from Heaven; adds 
no joy to ſaints; produces no good in ſinners; and 
receives no credit, nor begets any faith amongſt the 
damned; and while thus hiding your talent in the earth, 
W you come under the denomination, and are expoſed to 
the curſe of THE UNPROFITABLE SERVANT, Matth. 
WE xv. 25—30. May you ſee your danger before it be 
too late: and flee from the wrath that is to come ] yet, a 
little while, and the judgment ſhall be ſet; the books 
W opened, and the dead judged ; every doctrine of human 
invention ſhall then undergo the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, and 
every troubler of Iſrael ſhall receive a juſt recompence 
W of reward; and you ſhall then know, that it is a fearful 
ching to trifle and traffic with immortal ſouls. For 
Ws what will it profit a man if he ſhould gain the whole «world, 
and LOSE HIS OWN soul“? Becaule, there is wrath : 
beware, leſt he take thee away with his ſtroke : then A 
WE GREAT RANSOM CANNOT DELIVER THEE, He that 
being often reproved hardeneth his neck, ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed ſuddenly WITHOUT REMEDY. For the Re- 
demption of their ſoul is precious, and ir CEASETH FOR 
Ever, Like ſheep they are laid in the grave, death 
ſnall feed on them, and the upright ſhall have dominion 
orer them in the morning: he ſhall go to the generation 
Wot his Fathers, THEY SHALL NEVER SEE THE LIGHT! 
Pſalm xlix. 8—19. | | | | 
= ch. Farewell! A more convenient ſeaſon I will 
Vait upon you, 


= * According to Mr, W. 's doQrine, the ſou's of the damned 
aan neither be % nor miſlaid, but carefully kept through the pro- 
eis of refining flre to eternal ſalvation. But which of the two ſhall 
believe? (if it is not an irceverent queſtion) Him in whole lips 
dere was no guile, or him in whoſe lips there ſeems to be no- 
ins but guile The anſwer is read y to every one who knows his 
5 | bible, Let God be true, and every man a liar.” | | 


End or DiALOGUE I. 
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pine oer © 


Berwerx ax UNIVERSALIST ax D SATAN, 


Univer/alijt, 

EVERTHELESS *, the foundation of or doe. 
trine ſtandeth ſure, having this ſeal, Vive 

Charity knoweth that they are all her own. 
Satan. A brave foundation truly! All hell ſhouted 
for joy when it was firſt laid; and well they might, a 
it forms ſuch a beautiful and ſtriking contraſt to the 
oracles of truth! 2 Tim. ii. 19. John x. 27. 1 hav 


built upon this foundation with incredible ſucceſs; and 


my preſent proſpects, through your vigilance and in. 
duſtry, are the molt flattering.— To ſuppreſs the Gojpe! 
entirely, or hinder its progreſs among men, occupies 
all my thoughts and talents ; and as the time allotted me 
is but very hort, Rev. x11. 12. you may be ſure I mak? 
the moſt of it. „ 

My devices to ſecure ſouls are many and various. — 
Where the Coſpel never comes, my labour is eaſy, and 
I can make eat of men with very little trouble. Bui 
where the things of Futurity are brought to light, and 
the machinations of my kingdom made known, I have 
more to do than I can well manage. Some I perſuacs 
not to give the doctrine ſo much as a bare hearing; there 
I keep the houſe in peace : others who are more hardened 


an my fervice I can truſt in the open field of battle, then 


* This Dialogue, perhaps, will appear to begin and end abrupt}, 


vnlefs it be remembered, that where two ac quaintances ar2 al, 


tozether, the rormaiitygot meeting and parting are excindes, = 
| there 
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there is confuſton and an uproar, Acts xix. 23—41. though 
often attended with conſiderable loſs to me. And happily 
many are well ſatisfied with juſt an outſide proſpect, and 
an outſide appearance; they are w/e in their oaun eyes, and 
| prudent in their own fight ; they go round Zion, and view 
her bulwarks ; but never get within the fortreſs. They 

abound in prayers, rites, forms, faſts, tithes, ſacraments, 
| and charities. —They are /inle/s, gracele/5, harmleſs, and 
uſeleſs, —Tbey go to heaven their own way, and come to 
hell, as we ſay, ina miſtake.—And there is another de- 
E ſcription of men with whom I am well pleaſed, nor are 


we likely ever to diſagree—you may call them Antino- 


| mians, if you pleaſe ; but I am no ſeQarian : I love all 
ſects, and thele eſpecially, for many reaſons : they have 
much r /ay of Feſus, but they do nothing for him; they 


W boaſt of him as their head, but count me more worthy of 
their ſervice ; they change their aotions, but not their 


actions; they reje the law as a rule, the Goſpel as a 
| law, and Chriſt as a King. Brave ſoldiers ! They at- 
{ tempt to ſteal a pardon from his death, but defire no par- 
fern from his life. Under the maſk of religion, they 
wallow in the mire of corruption. They wear a Goſpel 


livery to do my drudgery, and triumph in the liberty of 


being under my flavery !—Thus they learn what they 
call the he., and laugh at the practice; - cry up ele&- 
ing love, and deny its influence;—boaſt of the Re- 
| deemer's righteouſneſs with as little piety as their Father ; 
—maintain with a moſt burning zeal the perſeverance 
| of the ſaints; and come to hell at laſt, with a rich ortho- 
dox creed. 
| But, of all the foundations I ever laid; of all the ſyſ- 
tems I ever formed, none does me ſo much credit, none 
gains me ſo much applauſe among devils, and is attended 
with ſo much ſucceſs, in bringing crowds to hell, as 
unwerſal charity. 
| Univ. Ay! Say you ſo? Pray tell me how! 
| Gatar, Bleſſed doctrine! It is juſt adapted for that 
very purpoſe, as I ſhall preſently ſhew you, that you 
may act accordingly ; — be aſſuzed, that in this parti- 
| calar, your labour is not in vain, 


D Univ, 
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the doctrine has a direct tendency to produce gratitude, 


of error. I ſhall juſt make an obſervation or two on the 
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Univ. You know I have endeavoured to make it 2p. 
pear otherwiſe in -e Dialogues; I have there urged, that 


ſubmiſſion, and reformation, &c.; and illuſtrated the 
ſame by obſerving, that if thoſe who believe that God 
4 loves them in particular, find that conſideration the 
«© ſtrongeſt obligation on them to love him again, and 
ce obey his will; by the ſame. rule, if all the indiy. 
ec duals of the human race were to believe that Got 
* loved each of them, would not the ſame cauſe pro. 
c duce the ſame effect? . 

Satan. True, child; you reaſon as well as can be ex. 
pected, conſidering you are yet but young in the way; 


argument, and then proceed to ſlate briefly the real ten- 
dencies of the doctrine; and as we are all alone, let u 
ſpeak our ſentiments without reſerve. 
e Tf thoſe, you ſay, who believe that God loves 
them in particular, find that conſideration the ſtronget 
«© obligation to love him again, &c,—Here obſerve, it 
1s not a bare belief in the peculiar love of God that pro- 
duces love to him again; for many believe hat without 
any foundation, and conſequently without any good ef. 
fects. Were it even true, that God loves all mankind 
without exception; and had they even the authonty 
of revelation, and an angel from heaven, to encou- 
rage their faith in the fact; nay, ſhould God himſelf, by 
an audible voice, declare it to their outward ears, it 
would produce no, gracious effects, unleſs the Spirit df 
love communicates the truth of it to their hearts. Fer 
although the love of God, ſimply conſidered, is the fi 
cauſe of all love to him again, the effective cauſe can 
only take place from the revelation of that love in the 
perſon of Chriſt, and the communication of it by tis 
Spirit of Grace. Hence a good reafon why thoſe who 
believe that God loves them in particular, find that con- 
ſideration the ſtrongeſt obligation on them to love hin 
again, and obey his will; not merely becauſe they be- 
lieve that God loves them in particular, but becauſe 4 
Iove of Cod is ſhed abrodd in their hearts by the Holy Gi» i 
ewhich is given unto them, S0 that their 2 3 

; | ] trit E 


EX HIBITEM „ 


ME :-:/5 for its foundation, and the Sirit's agency for its 

frrſt exiſtence and continual ſupport; no wonder, I ſay,” 
if they fiad 7-2/7 confiderations the Mr obligations 
W to love him again, and obey his will. And now, by the 
ane rule, if all the individuals of the human race were 
„ to believe?” from the /ame canes, viz. the love of God 
Jas the primary cauſe, and the Spirit's operating Grace as 
the /econdary cauſe ; both cauſes thus conjoined, would 
E moſt aſſuredly produce the_/ame ęgects.— But theſe things 


& Father to dwell upon them. I only mention them for the 
© lake of elucidating the ſubject, and to put you on your 
guard for the future, that, in defending the tendencies 
of univerſal charity, it may not loſe, through the un- 
E guarded, but well-meant argument of its friends. 

= But the real tendencies of the doctrine are obvious; in 
ſtating of which, I ſhall firſt make another remark on the 
E Jatter part of your argument. If all the individuals 
of the whole human race were to believe that God 
loved each of them,”” &c.—Obſerve, child, there is 
no neceſſity for an r here, FJ all were to believe ;?? 
for this they do already believe, whatever they reject 
E beſide; for this faith, I ſay, they earneſtly contend 
E againſt ſcripture, reaſon, and conſcience. Man is &orz and 
red an Uniwerſaliſt; and indeed this is one of the very 
& fri articles of his carnal creed, viz. That God loves him, 
and cannot hate him; and this faith may be properly 
called Univer/al Faith, from the extent and ſpread of it, 
wherever any thing like true religion comes. This is 
the faith I wiſh to eſtabliſh, in oppoſition to that which 
is of She operation of the Spirit of God, commonly called, 

Te faith of God's elect; and this faith ſupplies the defi- 
dency of their not being chen to be holy—predeſtinated to 
e conformed to the image of God's Son —elecb through ſanc- 

8 {fication of the Spirit, and ſprinkling of the blood of Chriſt 
and choſen to the belief of the truth. For the lack of 
which annexed bleflings, in the objects of univerſal cha- 

ty, you will hear great outcries againſt the doctrine. 

Mauch will be ſaid of its being ab/ard, ridiculous, &c. but 

. obſerve, this is owing in a great meaſure to the manner 
n which it has been hitherto generally taught, viz, 

: | D 2 without 


E you are unacquainted with; neither is it pleaſing to your 


40 THE UNIVERSAL RESTORATION 


without the glorious /upplement of an UNIVERSAL Rrgs. 
TORATION! Of horrid neglect! O! abſurd preachers! 
May you never follow their example! For indeed they 
have got no more than the bare name of the thing, and 
not even that, ſtrictly ſpeaking, ſince they allow that x 


7 great number of Charity's children ſhall be eternally |;p. 
4 | This cannot, in the nature of things, be called univer. 
bY ſal charizz—univerſfal nonſenſe is too good a name fer it! 
However, they have had their uſe, and I would not dil. 
WG courage them: they have confirmed many in their ff 
* faith, and brought the deluſion to great perfection, 2 
4.29 many in hell can witneſs, | g 
"Mk But leaving them to their own difficulties, you have a IM 
2 fair field before you. Univerſal charity, and the univerſal M 
3 reſtoration together, make a complete harmonious ſyſtem; 


and all the objections that can be brought againſt the 
former, you can eafily obviate with the aſſiſtance of the 
1 latter; and your elder brother at Roe will be of con. 
. derable ſervice to you: {ſhould you ſtand in need of /arc- 
"i" | tification tor them, you can borrow his purgatory, and 
a8 7 be ſure you quote plenty of ſcripture. Bat theſe things 
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Fou are already acquainted with. Get the doctrine etta- 
WE bliſhed, and all will be well. But again let me ob- 
* ſerve, | — = 

* Man is born a corrupt creature they that deny it only 
Thy ſhew themſelves moſt corrupt. The luft of the fleſh, itt 
Wh luſt of the eye, and pride of life, are all their purſuit 
| ambition, and delight. Rob them of theſe, and you 
rob them of all; give them theſe, and they deſire n0 
more : their only wiſh 1s, that they may keep them; 
and their only fear is, /z/* they ſhould loſe them, and 
the conſequences that may follow. But now, ſays Un: 
werjal Charity, while her words drop as a honeycomb, 
and her mouth is ſmoother than oil, “ ye are all my cl 
„ dren, dearly beloved; your ſins are all atoned fer: 
© your debts are all diſcharged ; and ye are“ ia 
where they were, until the Univerſal Reſtoration appcel 
as the other half, and the other mouth cf Univer 


Charity; or until a hero like yourſelf ſtep forth to "” 
5 im 


EX HIBIT E p. 41 


tinue and affirm what cowards are afraid to utter, viz. 


*« Although ye are all in zhe way to hell, ye ſhall find ze. 


&« the ſure and certain road to heaven; Univerſal Charity 
66 {hall loſe none of her children; God cannot loſe zhe 
« purchaſe of his blood ; it is impoſſible ! for who can be 
« excluded, if his love is aniverſal? Who ſhall ſuffer 
« eternal damnation, if his death be boundleſs? Who 


c can cheat Infinite Wiſdom ? or who can grapple with 


« Almighty Power ? Ye ſpall not ſurely die. Fear not, my 
«© numerous flock! it is your Father's good pleaſure to 
« promiſe you the kingdom. Ye ſhall not ſuffer the 
« vengeance of eternal unquenchable fre- it ſhall be 
© quenched 3 it ſhall go out. Ye ſhall not be DesTRrOY- 
«© FP WITHOUT REMEDY; it is a lie! Ye ſhall not 
CLOSE YOUR OWN SOULS, Mark viii. 36. It is a 
6 notorious falſeſhood ; for ye ſhall all be reſtored at laſt, 
« and none ſhall be miſiing.”? | 

% Thus God as iu ſhall ceaſe, for God as god.“ 

And this 1s the real language of Univerſal Charity when 
ſuffered to ſpeak. Bleſſed doctrine ! It is a joy ful ſound 
to the man who is at eaſe in his poſſeſſions - to the man 
whoſe heart is enmity againſt God and holineſs, and fears 
nothing but his eternal vengeance. It is like Syren mu- 
fic, and is calculated to lull a ſlumbering audience into a 
profound ſleep. O! that it were but univerſally believed, 
my labour, comparatively ſpeaking, would be an amuſe- 
ment to me! | | . - 

_ Univ, Your remarks are juſt and rational; and the 
= inferences you draw, I confeſs, are natural. But upon 
= the ſuppoſition that the doctrine is really true (for upon 
& this ground we muſt go) would the belief of it Shen be 
productive of bad effects? For inftance, (as I have ar- 
gued in the Dialogues) what ſhould we think of a wo- 
man who ſhould leave her huſband, and do all in her 
% power againſt him, and ſhould be able to give no bet- 
ter reaſon for it than the following: My huſband 
loves me, and I know eit, and he has always loved 
me, and always will; therefore I am determined to 
« hate, ridicule, and. contemn him, and have left him 
* for this very Cauſe, and ſhall never love him any 
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dencies of it as univerſal as the thing itſelf ? 


42 THE UNIVERSAL RESTORATION © , * 
«© more!”” What think you of this beautiful, metaphor !— 
Is not this argument concluſive ? - | | 
Satan, It may paſs with ſome ; but it 1s very defeQiye, 
And to clear it up, and defend it as it requires, which 
you muſt do if objected to, leads you into a train of dif. 
ficulties. For, obſerve, although the metaphor is ex. 
cellent in its place, and emphatically expreſſive of the 
things for which it is choſen in ſcripture, Eph. v. 22—3z. 
yet here it rather confounds than illuſtrates the ſubject, 
being too groſs to efcape detection. Conſider the /- 


jects of the metaphor, A HusBand and Wire! But 


where is there ſuch a compariſon drawn between God and 
the auicted? Or what ground have they to conclude that 
God ſtands ſo nearly related to h ? eſpecially when 
we conſider, the vaſt multitudes who are now under his de. 
vouring wrath ; that bs ſoul hateth the wicked, Pal. xi. 3. 
That they are made for the day of evil—that he is angry 
with them every day—that they are under his cur/e—under 
the laau— and ſhall ſhortly be ander his feet. It will not 
do; I ſay it will not do, to ſpeak of them under the en- 
dearing metaphor of The beloved Wife, of a lowing and 
effeftionare Huſband. It is too palpable. | 

Beſides, in this caſe, we muſt hold the marriage-unim 
in as general a point of view, as the charity which makes 
it. And here a ſtrange ſcene opens before us !—Your 
aged Father, and all his great family muſt become 1: 


ſJpoufe of Chrift; and what fellowſhip ſhould we have troy 


you ? I wot none at all! But, according to the very idea 
of Nuiwerſal Charity, we are all included in the number, 


and it cannot be otherwiſe; nay, if there was but one 


devil excluded, it would be parizal charity, and not uni 
eer/el; becauſe you know, the very firſt principle upon 


which Univerſal Charity is founded, is, that God, in his 


nature and perfections, is eſſentially and completely love, 
and cannot therefore hate any of his creatures. Bu 
again obſerve, . 

The tendencies of the doctrine cannot be defended 
from ſuck an argument as this; to illuſtrate which, let 
me aſk you a plain queſtion: Are the imggined good tel- 
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A & hich, if you really believed, would conſtrain you al- 


EXHIBIT ED: _—r 


this. Jam at a loſs to anſwer you, having never 
heard ſuch a queſtion propoled before. Pray reſolve it 


| for me yourſelf, 


| Satan, Unleſs you can prove the tendencies of the 
Univerſal Reſtoration to be àniverſally good, you had 
much better hold your tongue about tendencies altoge- 
ther; for perhaps ſome vile enemy to the bleed dofrine 


may object, and ſay, Why mention ſuch a doctrine, un- 


leſs you can point out its good tendencies? Or, why talk 


| of its good tendencies in ſome, if not in ad the objects of 
| Univerfal Charity? Is the dewz/ become holy? (mind 
that!) Has he ceaſed to go about as a roaring lion ſeek- 
ing whom he may devour—to moleſt the Church of God? 
| —to draw men into fin, and drown their ſouls in perdi- 


tion? Be aſſured theſe queſtions will be put to you; and 
you muſt be prepared to give them a ſerious conſidera- 


tion, and a ſober anſwer. Now obſerve, my child, for 
I with to make you a complete tricęſfer in the famous art 
of Univerſal Charity. | 


I: the general reſtoration was really a truth, I myſelf 


= would believe it. Nay, if it was the revealed will of 
# God that all ſhould be reſtored, why in the name of 
| wonder ſhould dewels be excluded from the belief of it? 
| ouch arevelation would be abſurd to the higheſt degree, 
was it not for the very purpoſe of Hing believed! and 
| that it is not believed by me or any in hell, I need not 
ſtay to prove; for faith, you know, without works, is 
dead. | | 

Univ. I ſee your drift, Father; and to caſt more light 
on the ſubject, let me juſt obſerve, that as all are not to 
5 be reſtored at the ſame period of time, for that would be 
to impeach the juſtice of God; were the ſinners under 
We the G/pe! di/pen/ation to be reſtored fo ſoon as thoſe who 
W periſhed i rhe old avorld : Herod ſo ſoon as Pharaoh; Ju- 
Jas fo ſoon as Cain, &c. But according to the magnitude 
and aggravation of their i, ſome ſooner and others later: 
So that your continuing in fin and rebellion, accumu- 
lates you freſh degrees of guilt and wrath; and of courſe 
muſt procraſtinate your reſtoration to a moſt diſtant pe- 


710d, and leave you to be the very /aft ſufferer in hell; 


moſt 
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the conſideration of its importance, as much tranſcend- 


verſal Reſtoration meets with among men, owang to the 


of it; and there you muſt expect it. But why mention 
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moſt to be virtuous, in order that you might have 
ſpeedy deliverance. - : =, | 
Satan, Doubtleſs, it would be a mortifying thought to 
me, being THE PRINCE of DARKNESS, THE AN CEL 
OF THE BOTTOMLEsSS Pir, to know that I ſhould be 
the laſt in ſuch a gaol delivery. Setting torment aſide, y 
pride and ambition is ſuch, that I could not bear the dif. 
grace of it; I ſhould be provoked almoſt to turn Meth. 


aift in order to ſupport my dignity. But I believe no 


ſuch reſtoration will ever take place, therefore I am ja. 
tisfied, IJ have no deſire to be in Heaven; that would 


only be changing the hot, for the ho7tet hell. Farthe 


from him is beft.? Says the poet, 


cc Better to reign in hell than ſerve in heaven, 
The mind is its own place, and in itſelf 
<c Can make a heav'n of hell, a hell of heav'n. 
4 Hell is my heav'n while earthly gueſts come in, 
& And earth's my hell, when men depart from fin.” 


Univ. I perceive the metaphor of þ»yſdand and wife n. 
ther darkens than brightens the defence of tendencies; 


I ſhall therefore leave it out for the future. 


But what think you of the manwuwre from Paradiſe 
Loſt and Paradiſe Regained, viz. The general eſtima- 
tion in which the former is held, being a ſubject conge- 


nial to the diſpoſitions of fallen creatures—and the ge- 


neral averſion ſhewn to the latter, being looked upon a 


a falling off of the poet, a cold dull ſtory, &c. though by 


ing the former, as heaven doth deſtruction. Is not this 
ſufficient apology for the cool reception which the Uni- 


fourneſs and ſelfiſoneſs of their tempers ? 

Satan. This is worſe than all the reſt of your argi- 
ments; for it is well known the reſtoration doctrine, i 
maß erly defended, will never meet with oppoſition, or! 
cool reception from any, but thoſe who ſtand in no need 


the name of Milton at all, you ſtupid ſot? I am out of al 

patience with you ! 

- Univ. Nay, what harm can it do? 4 
* 


EX HIBIT E D. 45 


galan. What harm can it do l— nothing but harm! 
lle was an utter enemy to the bleſſed doctrine; and I 
| can't bear to hear his name mentioned. | 
Univ, In Paradiſe Loft it may appear ſo from ſome of 


| his gloomy ideas; ſuch as 


Regions of ſorrow, doleful ſhades; where peace \ 
And reſt can never dwell; hope never comes, 
But torture without end ſtill urge. 


But not ſo in his Paradiſe, Regain'd, I hope. 

Satan. Worle I tell you! ten times worie !—Had he 
| befriended our doctrine, there he had the beſt opportunity 
| of ſhewing it. But, on the contrary, O how it galls me 
= when I think of the paſſage ! Book I. line 413, where 
ppeaking of your father, he ſays, 
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— now depos'd, 

Ejected, emptied, gaz'd, unpitied, ſhunn'd, 
A ſpectacle of ruin, or of ſcorn 

To all the hoſts of heav'n : the happy place 
Imparts to thee no happineſs, no joy; 

Rather inflam?s thy torment, repreſenting 
Loſt bliſs no more coramunicable ! 


No more communicable! do you mind that !—Be 
careful what Authors you meddle with for the future, leſt 
they do us more harm than good. 
= OUnv. Experience makes fools wiſe, ſays the old pro- l 
verb; and I hope in that ſchool to pick up a little in- { 
ſtruction. | : 
| Satan, I am glad to find you fo tractable, and open 
to conviction. And ſeeing that theſe things are ſo, my | 
only advice to you is, to ſay nothing about tendencies f 
at all; leave them out entirely; and lay all the blame | 
on thoſe who are ſo hardy as to do evil that good may 
come. And thus your defence of the tendencies of Uni- 
verſal Charity will greatly reſemble the ſcriptural de- 
ence of the tendencics of peculiar love. - 
= And now what remains but that you be obſtinately zea- 
lous to maintain the doctrine through evil and good re- 
port; preach it to every creature wherever you go; he 
chat believeth it ſhall be reſtored ; and he that believeth 
i not, but deſpiſeth it, and treateth it with contempt, 
all likewiſe be reſtored, Comfort ye, comfort ye my 


people; 


2 = 5 4 
— : 0 be 2 
» a I — 3 - PRES 2. b 
„J EY EE 
. I * . = 3" ed oy 
£ . 3+ 2.4 8-85 LEES OW 7 


x L 22; * 2 — 5 2 omg 
F< OD 


— 


2 


46 THE UNIVERSAL RESTORATION 


People ; ſpeak ye comfortably to my children, and ſay unto 
them, your warfare is accompliſhed, your iniquities ſhall 
be pardoned ; lift up your heads, for the day of your 
reſtoration drawweth near. —In caſe of an oppoſition from 
thoſe who are bigotted to primitive Chriſtianity, cry out 
inceſſantly for the ſpirit of meetne/s, candour, and li, 
And in caſe of an oppoſition from al quarters, endeayour 
to perſuade them, that they are a// in the right; and 


wrong in nothing ſo much as in thinking that they differ 


one from another; or that truth and error is not one 
and the fame thing. You know how to word it; above 
all things ſtudy /abz/ety, which will enable you to refute 
all their arguments, and evade all their reaſonings. It 
is almoſt time for us to be at Glaſshouſe-yard ; prepare 
to play your part, and I ſhall collect the people toge. 
ther as faſt as poſſible. —But here comes an old truſty 
ſervant of mine, to have a little diſcourſe with you. Fe 
was a Deiſt formerly, but ſince hearing of your doctrine, 
is become a zealous Chriſtian. Poor wretch, he has 
read your dialogues and other writings till his eyes are 
ſore ; he believes all to be true, and his conſcience i; 


gone to reſt.— Prophecy ſmooth things auto his 


Univ. I know him perfectly. 


N 
/ 


{To be continued.] 
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= 1) EVEREND, Sir, I am happy to ſee you! 

N Uriv. What! my brother !|—I am quite revived to 
ſee you! The moſt welcome viſitor of any in all the wide 
circle of my acquaintance. | | 

= De. Your engaging company and inſtructive conver. 
ſation forbid me to lengthen the intervals between our 
viſits. | 
Univ. Mutual friendſhip is the ſtrongeſt bond of ſo- 
ciety; and thus we cordially agree; for I am equally 
delighted with your good ſenſe and good breeding. How 
& fares it with your mind? You ſeem to wear a counte= 
nance, that indicates tranquillity and peace within. 
Dei. I am happily delivered from the dreadful ma- 
lady of a guilty, tormented conſcience ; I enjoy the com- 
I forts of a converted ſtate, and live now in the proſpect of 
a bliſsful immortality ; all which I attribute entirely to 
= your charming and ſublime Dialogues. 


— 


—— 
2 


PPP 
F 1 bf 


s 


tremely happy if they have been of any ſervice to you. 

= Drift, Charming, did I ſay? Alas! words are too 
weak, and language too faint, to expreſs my views of 
W their worth and uſefulneſs! They are valuable above all 
encomiums, and rich, ſurpaſſing all praiſe : nor do I fear 
any thing now but that I ſhall break my conſtitution, and 
die before my time in the peruſal of them ; all my ſpare 
hours, day and night, for the preſent, being wholly de- 
W voted to that purpoſe—ſuch is my zeal 10 be fully 
eltabliſhed in the univer/al faith, 


+} 


Liv. 


= Uziv, I thank you for the complement ; and am ex- 
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Conſider theſe things, I ſay, and my impatience to knoy 
the true ſtate of the matter needs but little apology, 


Univ. I commend your zeal, but muſt reprove you for 
carrying it to ſuch an immoderate length. 

Deiſa. Nay, Reverend Sir, conſider my paſt prejudices 
againſt revelation in general—the ſyſtem of Chritizanity 
in particular—the contempt in which I held its bleſſed 
Author—the guilt and terror of conſcience ariſing there. 
from, which I then artfully concealed—the anxiety of 
mind under which I have laboured ever fince J ſaw the 
bleſſed doctrine announced in the Daily Advertiſer and Hen 
Bills, giving notice of its glorious entrance amongſt us, 


Univ. True, my friend, true. And pray what is the 
real reſult of your now unprejudiced enquiry into the 
Chriſtian religion? 

Dei/?. You mean the Univer/al Reſtoration, do'nt you, 
wm? 

Univ. Ay, ay, tis all one, Chriſtianity would be no- 
thing without it. | 

Deift. O, Sir! I cannot expreſs the pleaſure it afford 
me. Methinks I am half reſtored already! Had! 
„been acquainted with your ſyſtem thirty years ago, 
« ſhould have been a zealous Chriſtian, and as greats 
« friend to Revelation as I have been an enemy“. “. 
But pray, kind Sir, if J may be allowed the liberty, 
where, in the name of wonder, has the doctrine been theſe 
almoſt eighteen centuries, that I ſhould hardly ever heat 
a ſyllable of it till now ?---There feems to have beena 


* This ſaying is quoted by Mr, W, in his Djalcgues, page 150 
as a ſpecimen of the good ſenſe of a very ſenſible Deiſi, whom he hat 
ſometimes ſeen—-more ſenſible perhaps than the man who thinks hin 
ſo—eſpecially, if by a zealous Chriſtian, he only meant a zealous Uni. 
verſaliſi : otherwiſe, indeed, it is neither gecd ſenſe or ſound divinity; 
for an Univer/alift he is by birth the ſeeds of the doctrine among other 
noxious wecds being ſown in his corrupt heart; and with a little af 
Mr. Ws benevolent cultivation, may foon be brought to matu- 
rity. But a Chriftian, a zealous Chriftiun, can neither the fenſibl 
Deift, nor his ſenjible teacher be, were they even to hear the Cee 
preached (which is a thing very different from the Univerſal Raf. 
ration) and that to eternity ; unleſs Chriſt, who hath mercy on whe 
he will have mercy, and quickeneth whom he will; is mercifully 
p:cafed to make them Chriſtians. | 

Refioration 


„ ENA irren 49 
Reftoration of the very Reforation itſelf lately, has there 
_—_ man = 5 


ce Liv. 47 J am happy in finding ſome who have in all 


ity WE cc ages witneſſed this good confeflion ; the prefent is not 
„e without them. But becauſe a corrupt and degene- 
« rate Church has made a wrong uſe of this matter, is 
««_there not a proper uſe thereof? Conſidering how ſhe 
« has corrupted moſt of the other truths of the Goſpel, 
cc it is rather a preſumptive argument that this is a 
« truth of it, though ſtrangely perverted by her.“ 
Deiſt. Vou reaſon manfully. O vile firuwpet ! ſhe 
| deſerves to have her name blotted out of the book of 
the BE Univer/al Charity, for perverting or oppoſing ' her /af 
the and only remedy. - ; 
Univ. ©* Though the belief of this truth would cer- 


ou, WF. © tainly be a great means of uniting all together, yet 
De. What! be a means of uniting the degenerate 
10 WE Church and us together! Reverend Sir, I hope not! 
„ Univ. © Yet do all ſeem to oppoſe it with great vio- 
1% WF lence, and eſpecially thoſe, who, under a cloak of re- 
di © ligion, are full of malice, and guilty of every ſpecies 
„Hof wickedneſs,” | 
2 Deiſt. O! infernal monſters! I cannot bear the 
thoughts of being united to them. My heart burns with 
ty, rage againſt them; eſpecially the degenerate Church in 
ele this country, ſo famous, or rather infamous, for her at- 


car WWF tachment to the old ſyſtem of Orthodoxy and free grace. 
na We fo much -hap/ody, myſtery, and perplexity, about the Sure 
| Foundation—the New birth—TFuſtification by faith. Sancti- 


50 fication by the Spirit, and I know not what, that I always 
wy loſt mylelf in the ſearch, and thought I ſhould have loſt 
* my ſenſes at laſt. From all which, happily, your charm- 
i ing Dialogues are thoroughly purged ; and thus they re- 
ther commend themſelves at once to our reaſon and benevo- 
of lence, a 

itu- Wl | | | . 

1 f by a corrupt and degenerate Church Mr. W. intends that 


of which his brother-at Rome is the head, he ſhould have reme mbered 
{If ever he had read) the exhortation of Math. vii. 2, 4, and s; for it 


wi il! becomes one heretic to quarrel with another, Rem, Ii. 1. or error to 
J Kanea'ize falſchood ! | 
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every ſpecies of wickedneſs, be poſſeſſed of ſuch hes. 


full of malice, and guilty of every ſpecies of wickedneſs, 
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But, kind Sir, I would beg juſt to make a ſingle ob. 
ſervation here- You'll excuſe the ſreedom; perhaps it 
may be of ſervice to you, in caſe of an oppoſition to 
the doctrine from any of the ſaid degenerate party, | 
perceive in ſeveral places of your Dialogues, and other 
writings—yea, in almoſt every Sermon you preach, that 
you are continually crying out (as if in danger of your 
life) for the ſpirit of Meſes and Chriſt, of Meelneſi and 
Leve. Far be it from us to ſuſpect the leaſt degeneracy 
in Moſes or Chriſt in their meekneſs and love; but can! 
corrupt fountain ſend forth pure ſtreams? Can a church ſo 
degenerate, or thoſe © Who are full of malice and guilty of 


venly diſpoſitions? Better therefore ſet them all at def. 
ance, nor court their ſmiles, nor fear their frowns. 

Univ. Right, right, my friend, if I could argue upon 
their principles! But were ſhe and they as corrupt a; 
corruption itſelf, and degenerate as hell; alas! 1 muſt fay 
to corruption, thou art my ſiſter, and to degeneracy, thou 
art my kinſwoman. Univerſal Charity will have it ſo, 
and we mult be ſilent. I am ſorry you have. diſcovered 
that deception. 2 

Deift. 1 have done—]1 ſee through 1t—be on your 
guard for the future—Heavens forbid that ever I ſhould 
oppoſe the bleſſed doctrine, as I ſee no other way for us 
to eſcape the damnation of hell; and yet I am almoſtin 
a rage to think that the Univerſal Reſtoration ſecures 
their felicity as well as ours. Nor am I able to givea 
plauſible reaſon how or why ſuch diabolical wretches, 


ſhould oppo/e the Univer/al Reftoration ; why they ſhould 
ep poſe the dying of their gnawing worm !—the quenching 
of tormenting fire !—the breaking off their Chains — 
and the opening of their priſon door, a final concluſion of 
all their miſery !—O myſterious madmen !—yet I know 
x muſt be ſo, or a man of your vaſt learning and piety 
would not have ſaid ſo. . 
Univ. You do me great honour, while at the ſame 
time you diſplay much good ſenſe and tractability in re- 
ceiving implicitly the inſtructions of your guide. — Vo 
feem to entertain favourable thoughts of the dof; 
| | eve 
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b. even where it is a little hard and Anuotted, and I doubt 
It not, but you receive great benefit from it. 2 
o De. O my kind inſtructor, my views of it are the 
| WE moſt favourable; the benefits I derive from it are in- 
er numerable; and all the objections that can be brought 
at a zsvainſt it, are as filly as they are ſolvable. I may ay of it 
ur in fine; it is a Univer/al Riftoration : old things are paſſed 
nd away, and all things are become new; a new Deity, 
ey full of compaſſion; a new Jeſus, of boundleſs ſalvation; 
14 a new Bible, adorned with the reſtoration; a new Church, 
ſo and none excluded the Congregation. In a word, I am 
of aſtoniſhed at the ſcene you have thrown open before me ! 
A | Revelation, as it appears to favour the reforation, hath 
fl. entirely conquered my prejudices, and ſhares as much 
| of my eſteem as either Hume, Bulingbroke, or Shafteſbury. 
n WE But before I heard of your doctrine, the remembrance 
a5 WT of it was bitter, and the very mentioning of it was 
ay WE irequently a terror to me: for although I treated it with 
Ou | ridicule and contempt before men, yet in the moments 
0, of cool reflection, which at times I could not avoid, I 
ed WWF ſmarted {or my folly; and ſome of its molt ſublime and 
| fearfalt paſſages, would often gain the aſcendency of 
ur every other thought, and demand, with all their Divine 
d Authority, the attenticn of my guilty mind, the Royal 
us WE Plalmiſt in particular: — Hear ibis all ye people + give ear 
in WF l ye inhabitants of the world, both low and high, rich 
es a4 poor together. The redemption of their ſoul is precious, 
2 ad it cea/eth FOR EVER; lite ſheep they are laid inthe 
„Leave; death hall feed on them, and the upright ſhall 
„ bave dominion over them in the morning; he fhall go to 
Id the generation of his fathers: THEY SHALL NEVER SEE 
rue L1Gur, 2 
„%. I render the words gnad natzah, „ until 


| © ſuodued and overcome; they ſhall nor ſee the light.“ 
| © Or, until the age, or a certain period, they ſhall not 
* ſee the light*.”—And ſo, by getting rid of the horror 


familiar, 


this is a ſtriking ſample of your wonderful abilities! 


* Dialogues, page 101. 
E 2 you 


| Which is in this /aft clagſe, the whole connection becomes 


Deiſt. O, Sir! you are a charming tranſlator; and 
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like to read, without your metes, critici/ms, or remark! 
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you have rendered this as well as many other frighiul 
paſſages, fit for the peruſal of the moſt refined taſte and 
tender feelings. I hope ſoon to ſee the whole Bible 
undergo a thorough repair from your maferly pen. Bri 
would. you believe, that this ſame paſſage uſed to terrify 
me to diſtraction, till JI was almoſt provoked to cry to 
Heaven for mercy, in the name of Chriſt? and only 
ſince the application of your doctrine, (like a plaſter 
well adapted for a dreadful fore) can I boaſt of a quiet 
conſcience; and now my views are changed, my fears 
removed, and my mind ſerenely eſtabliſhed in the faith 
of Univerſal Charity. OS > „ 
Div. Happy news! ſo that you are now perfectly 
reconciled to the ſyſtem of Chriſtianity, as ſet forth in 
my Dialogues; you believe the inſpiration of the Scrip- | 
tyres, and clearly ſee the doctrine of the Reſtoration re: 
vealed, and taught therein. 5 3 
Deiſt. J am thoroughly reconciled to Chriſtianity on 
your principles, and on no other: but I muſt freely 
confeſs to'yow-as'a friend, that IJ have ſtill ſomething of 
a lurking prejudice, againft almoſt all the inſpired pen. 
men, and can trardly bear to hear their names mentioned, 
but as they are repreſented to be advocates for the Rift. 
ration; there is not one chapter in the Bible I ſhoald 


For, only laſt night, from ſeeing in the Dialogtes 3 
reference to the 21ſt of Rev. and 3, I attempted to reil 
the whole chapter; but before I got half through, |! 
thought my faith in the blefled do&rine would hare 
ſuffered ſhipwreck I threw it away in a violent paſſion- 
Betook myſelf to the Dialogues; and indeed it wi 
ſome time before I got the diſordered tackling of my 
faith to rights again.—Rev. Sir, I hope you approve 0! 
this method. iD e HD e 

Unv. Doubtleſs, every precaution to prevent a waver: 
ing faith is laudable ; befides, J have given ycu thi 
example myſelf in this particular; for you feldom 0! 
never ſee me:take a whole connection together, far leis 
a whole chapter. But the beſt method 1 can devlfe, 
this: where whole connections ſeem to favour our of, 
ponents more than ourſelves, take a little crap my 

c 
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each of them; then collect them all together, and make 
one connected chapter of the /craps, and ſo have chapters 
| of our own: making, they will ſtill be the Scriptures, 
and we can read m through and through, as often as 
we pleaſe. DEQ TER 5 
, Deift. A fine plan indeed! but what think you oc - 
curred to my mind, when 1 fund my faith a-going? 
Univ. Nay, I cannot tell. | 


firmly perſuaded that your Dialogues were ſtrictly 
Orthodox, and Scriptural, to make them the ſource of 
its articles, which 1 did, and have here brought it for 
ily WW your inſpection, or any alteration you may think neceſ- 
in fary—L have entitled it | | 


4. THE UNIVERSALIST% CREED. 


on ] believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
ey Heaven and Earth, as one full of goodneſs, mercy, ł ind- 
ct %, clemency, benevolence, and univerſal charity; and in 
en. Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, as the great attracting loadſtone, 
ed; that ſhall finally draw all things to himſelf;”* and 
12 in the Holy Ghoſt, as the poliſper of ſouls, after the 


alt WY furnace below hath. thoroughly purged them from their- 


rk, in and droſc. 


1M believe in the non- entity of Divine Zuftice; that it 
rea is clean gone for ever, that univerſal charity ſwallowed 


\, 1 it up at a mouthful, and there is an end of it. 

nart believe that the torments of Hell are not intended 
do diſplay the wrath, but the love of God that they are 
wa not a curſe, but a bleſſing not a puniſhment, but a loving 
my chaſtiſement not to deſtroy, but to reform the rebellious 


re O rogues, and bring them back to their former allegiance. 


believe, that a new tranſlation of the Bible 18 very 


wer. much deſired by many, and that the Rev. Mr. Wincheſter 


the would like to have a hand in it; and that he is, on 
m ar Many accounts, the wonder of the preſent day. 


Ki | believe, that many paſſages of Scripture muſt not ab- 
fe, l ſolutely be believed: for, F 


r 7. I believe, that the word eternal, as annexed to puniſþ- 
ut a *, does not fi gnify eternal—nor Punifoment, as annexed 


Dzift. To draw up a Creed that moment; and being | 


to 
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to eternal puniſbmeni— nor does the word unguenchadl;, 
. as annexed te Hell-fire, ſignify anguanc huble.— That the 
phraſe, all net, &c. in Matth. xii. 31. does not fighify 
ſhall no. - nor hath not, in Mark iii. 28. hath not, and 
that the word 7mpoible in Heb. vi. 4. does not in any 
ſenſe whatever ſignify impo/ble, &c'&c. &. | 
I believe, that God hath an elect people, for whon 
Chriſt died in particular, that he might redeem then 
from all iniquity, and ſo purify to himfelf a peculizr 
people, zealous of good works; that they, although 


many of them the very vileſt and chiefeſt of finners, ſhall 


be ſaved, and ſanRiked in this life; while the other part 
of his elect, (for they are all elected ſome how or other 
although many of them ſtrictly moral, and of pious de. 
port ment, muſt be caſt into hell, and ſo go to Heaven by 
the long road of Reſtoration.— N. B. I Hkewiſe believe, 
that this is a great myſtery which muſt not be critically 
pryed into. Yea, without controverſy, it is a great 
myſtery ! and hence, although grace may be ſaid to 
abound nuch more than fin in fome, fin abounds muck 
more than grace in others ; for, | 
ll believe, that ſome are ſo ſunk in fin, as not to be 
re formed by any means in this life;“ ſo ſunk, as even to 
defy the power of grace to ſave them, or the Almighty 


Spirit, to convert them. And thus 


I believe, that the Lake of Fire and Brimftone, Rer. 
XX. 10. is more efficacious for that purpoſe, than tie 
Laver of Regeneration; Tit. iii. 5. that what the latter 
could not do in that, it was weak through the malignan 
of their fins, the former ſhall effect with great eaſe: for, 

I believe; that the moſt tremendous degrees of God: 
wrath, and the moſt excruciating ſufferings of tit 
damned, are in their very nature calculated to produce 

ſubmiſſion, reformation, love, peace, joy, &c. &c. &c. tui 
the Popiſh doctrine of purgatory is not ſo bad as general 
repreſented— that his is a glorious improvement. of it 

A complete ſapplement unto it, and that all <yex/d fall. 

the ground without 1t, | 

I believe, that ** particular Redemption is the dars- 

© neſs and eclipſe of the Church of Chhriſt. But dt 


tte 


n | 3 
| 'E XU RT TED; + 1 

cc the Univerſal Reſtoration of all lapſed intelligences 
« js the Sun of Righteouſneſs, ſhining in his full 
| « ſtrength. Vet I believe that they are both Scripture 
truths— quite caz//Zent with each other—yea, that they 
are juſt as harmonious as an ec/zp/e of the ſun is with the 
ſun frining in his full ſtrengtb. 4: nat | 

I believe that it is the /ecret purpoſe of God to reſtore 


= all fallen intelligences;— that Mr. Wincheſter, a man of 
ler quonderful penetration, has ſound out the /ecret ; and bein 
vob poſſeſſed of univerſal benevolence, has diſcovered it for 
hall the good of the public! _ 1 

hat I believe that Judas is not THE Son of PeRDITION, 
er (John xvii. 12.) nor never was z— that they are all 
a, liars who ſay ſo; for he is a Son of God, and a joint heir: 
by ayith Chrift, 7 | 
we, I believe that Jeſus Chriſt loves the dewil, and died for 
ally his ſins, ſo that he came into the world, not fo much 


to bruiſe bis head as io heal his heart. 
N. B. I likewiſe believe that the devil is a die heretic, 
uch and does not believe this himſelf ;—that he abuſes all 
| the means of grace, and is a moſt abandoned AN r- 
be NOMIAN! | | 
% believe that Chriſt went into Hell, and preached to 
ty the ſpirits in priſon the dactrine of univer/al charity, and 
made a fine ſermon of it; — that Satan diſturbed the con- 


er. gregation; - that they were all Hieny-graund hegrers, and 

the neither Selievwed, nor were daprized; that he left them 

ter all where he found them, and came back again without 

0 making any of them Clergymen, ani that they are not | 
7 likely to hear another ſermon for ſome time —N. B. I f 
ds Likewiſe Believe that in his way back from hell 20 the earth, | 
ce be broke through the great gulph which ſtands between 

yce bell aud Beawen Luke xvi. 26. 74 : 3 | J 

hat I delieve that to ſtudy conf/tency in ſome ſyſtems, would 

lly be to ſtudy their eternal Aeſtruction, and that the bleſ- 

it! ſed doctrine requires implicit faith more than critical 


I Jpeculatioz ; for, | „ 
believe that in general, the moſt terrible cur/es and 


.  Phreatenings in Scripture, ſignify the very choiceſt of / 
hat ; | . : | EEE 1 
the . * Dialogues, page 67 and 68, 
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fings, and by all the ecial promiſes, we are to underſtand 
univerſal benevolence ; and thus it becomes right to preach 
ſmooth things to the wicked, and meet to beſtow a portion 
of the children's bread upon---upon---upon the dogs ! 


8 e | 
I believe that it is our Father's good pleaſure to give 
the devil's GREAT FTLock the kingdom! Luke xii. 32, 
I believe that the broad road to hell is the /are road 15 
heaven ;—and that the man-whoſe univer/al benewolmn 
leads him to pave it, mend it, and make it ſmooth for 10s 
Feet, is alabourer worthy'of the | van hire!“ 
I believe that the Monthly Reviewers for the year 
1762+ were a ſet of vile, unmerciful, uncharitable, . nar: 
roau- hearted bigots ;—full of malice, void of: meekneſs, and 
guilty of every ſpecies of wickedneſs, for oppoſing with 
ſuch violence the bleſſed doctrine of the Univerſal Reſto- 
ration ;—and that the preſent Monthly Rewieabers, with 
ſome of their Critical and Analytical brethren, are ths 
very pillars and bulwarks of meetneſe, goodnef+, tindns, 
candor, and univerſal charity — Finally, . 
I believe (O joy ful period to Devils and Uniwerſaliſil) 
that there ſhall be a moſt glorious and triumphant ga:l- 
delivery of all the damned : None. ſhall be leſt; none 
mall be loſt ;—that they ſhall exchange everlaſting dari. 
'nefs for everlaſting light; —everlaſting deſtruction for 
everlaſting ſalvation ;—everlaſting ſhame for everlaſting 
glory ;—and the bottomleſs pit for the ſummit of bliſs! 
where an indiſſoluble union between God and all his in- 
telligences ſhall inſtantly take place:;;—the. OA Serpent 


with Adan— Cain with 4bel— Pharaoh with Moses. — Judi. 
with Jeſus— the Popes with Sr. Peter /—Rome's Butcher: 
with the Lamb's martyrs, and Satan with the Son of God! 
c. —TFhus I believe in the Catholic church, univerſal 
- communion, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 


* Matth, xrili. 1315. . | 


— 


See the Review for that year — where the ſame doct-ine, and 


- moſt the very ſame arguments as thofe uſcd by Mr, Wincheſter 1 
its defence, are held up in that ridicule and conterapt. which ſocd 3 


Paganifh ſyſtem of nonſenſical jargon juſtly ceſerves. 


— 


Univ: 
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Univ. I perceive you are a compleat proſely te, and fit 
for the ſtrong meat part of the Reſloration feaſt. The 
Creed is well drawn np—the inferences are juſt and na- 


tural, and the articles well arranged. I beg only to 


make a little alteration in the /z/z, and ſhall return it 
ou again at our next interview, 

Dip. | thank you, Sir, for your paſtoral care of my 
ſoul. I maſt take my leave of you for the preſent, as. J 
am under an engagement this evening wei a party on 
pleaſure. | 

Liv. Farewell ! 


END OF THE DIALOGUES. 


READER, 


1 our day, the corrupt difpoſitions of ſome of the mot 

bandoned apoſtates are fo caſed over and counterfeited 
as to reſemble Chriſtian meekneſs in its higheſt degree, 
and Goſpel charity in its utmoſt perfection. For theſe they 
cry out perpetually, and with theſe they inſinuate them- 
{elves into the favour of the uvnwary. Theſe they ule as 
cetenfive weapons againſt the truth, while building their 
Babel ſyſtems on its ruins ; and thus Satan, in a celeſtial 
garb, 2 Cor. xi. 14. mounts the roſtrum, and preaches the 
doctrine of univerſal benevolence, and meekly tells us, 
if we think otherwiſe, not to be angry with him. And 
hence, to uſe a Scripture threatening when neceſſary, is 
deemed a breach of charity ; and to call a man a he- 
retic, when proved to be one, is a total want of meek- 
neſs. So that if you are finding fault with them for 
propiefjing. jmooth things to the wicked, you mult do it in 

a very jmooth manucr, or they will not heſitate "0 rank 


voa amongſt at number. This is need neſs with a wit- 
neſs 1—Bur be it as it m 1, e e cautions againſt 
uch are abſolutely neceſſary, and it on ly betrays b., 1 


criſy, or want of love to truth, to be intimidated by any 
ot their infernal ſerpentine menaces, Wnile they con- 
| tinue 
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tinue to prophecy deceits, it is the greateſt act of charity to 
reſcue, if poſſible, their deluded hearers from their fatal 
ſnare.— Men of good breeding and refined taſte, I know, 
are apt to be ſhocked at the unpoliſhed diction of Scrip- 
ture, Beware of Falſe Prophets, Wolves, Dogs, and evil 
eworkers, Cc. Cc. But it is the language of Infinite 
Wiſdom, and they that quarrel with it, do it at their 
neril ! «<< Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate,“ ſaid Chriſt, 
«« for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth 
«© to deſtruction, and many there be which go in thereat; 
«© becauſe ſtrait is the gate, and narrow 1s the way, which 
« leadeth unto life, and FEW there be that find it.“ — 
But remarkable is the caution which immediately follows: 
«« Beware of Falſe Prophets, witich come to you in hee 
ce cloathing, butinwardly they are RAVEN ING WOLVEs!” 
Matt. vii. 13, 14, 15. — Appoſite to this point, 1 Cor, vi. 
9, 10. BE NOT DECEIVED, zeitber fornicators, nt 
zaolaters, &c. ſhall inherit the kingdom of Gd. And 
again, Eph. v. 6. LET NO MAN DECEIVE YOU, fir 
becauſe of theſe things the wrath of God cometh upon the 
children of diſobedience. When we are told to beware of 
Falſe prophets, it is juſt as if it were ſaid to us, Beware 
& of the devil in a human form! Beware of his cruelty 
« and malice, even while he is preaching. the doctrine of 


% meenneſs !*? 


But not to mince the matter, it is high time to cau- 
tion profeſſors at large to beware of the falſe prophet who 
exhibits at Gl/a/5-houje-yard and Petticoat-lane.—Who 
exhibits what ?—the Goſpel of Chriſt to periſhing ſin- 
ners ?*—No! nothing of the kind—an old, hacks, 
rotten ſyſtem of Paganijm, baptized in its name, and built 
upon its ruins ! | 

Had Mr. Winchefter frankly acknowledged the true 
origin of his dectrine, and argued for it upon its own 
principles, without intruding it on Scripture, he would 
ſo far have acted like an honeſt man, and conſidered 
thus as an opponent to Chriſtianity, would have beer un- 
worthy of notice. But little think his credulous dupe! 
what arrant mockery he is guilty of, when at times he 
has the inſolence to deſire them to arch ihe — 7 5 

| tha 


_— — * = 
: * BR PR >. LY „ 
r * r 9 


EX HIBIT E D. 59 
(chat he may a little reſemble an apoſtle of Chriſt, I ſup- 
poſe, 2 Cor. xi. 13.)—Search the Scriptures! for what? 
for the Univer/al Reftoration ?. for a Reftoration of devils 
and damned ſouls * What! ſearch the Scriptures for an „ 
efficacious heart-purifying Hell? Search the Scriptures 
| jor the devil's redeemer? Search the Scriptures for an 
gear of Jubilee, after years are all loft in everlaſting ages, 
and time itſelf /avallowwed up of eternity. O] Jaborious 
fruitleſs ſearch! He would not impoſe half ſo much 
upon their underſtanding, ſhould he deſire them to ſearch 
a corn field for a ſalmon fiſhery, or the bottom ef the great 
deep for a ſparrow's neft. !—Pick the Scriptures here and 
there, and they may be made to ſpeak any thing, but 
ſearch them faithfully, and read them connefedly, and I 
am ſure it will never enter into the minds of any but 
ſools and Bedlamites, that ſuch a Reforation is ſo much as 
„ WE hinted at.—“ Whence then, you will ſay, ſhould ſuch 


4 WH conceits ariſe ? Truly from the ſame fountain whence 
„many other puddled ſtreams of Rome's new faith do 
» « ſpring, viz. from the Heathens originally, and from 
of We certain ancient but juſtly—condemned and exploded 


re heretics at ſecond hand. The Pagan poets and phi- 
„ lofophers firſt hatched the notion: for we find Homer, 
kin 04%. lib. xi. telling long ſtories of Ulyſſes's de- 

e ſcent into hell; the dialogues of ghoſts; (like thoſe 


i. between a miniſter and his friend!) the puniſhments 
o of departed ſouls, and the facrifices to be offered for 
do their relief; wherein he is imitated by Virgil“. Nor 
n. were their philo/ophers leſs fanciful than their poers ; 


—— 


, for Plato de Anima broaches the like dectrine; and 


* Even death itſelf ſcarce wipes away the ſtain, 
« And crimes of life; ſome dregs of guilt remain, 
% Which ftrangely cleave to fouls inur'd to ill, 


wn RE © Which here their penance and their time tuifil. 
uld « To purge old faults, here various torments find, 
red « Some hung in air, and ſome expos'd to wind; 
| «« Some pfung'd in water, others thrown in fire, 
1285 | 4% Till all the droſs and ruſt of fin expire. 
Ts « All ſuffer in our ſhades, then we attain 
he 4 Ely ſian fields. EN EAS, Book VI. 


hat | | 6 Cicero 
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fo THE UNIVERSAL RESTORATION &e. 


, gatory, as it is now held by the Roman Church; 


re up with any pretence of certainty by the Fathers 
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Cicero in Scipios dream, harps upon the ſame ſtring. 
This Platonic idea was very taking with ſome 'Chrifl 
ce tidns, newly come out of the Pagan ſchools, and el 


* taining ſtill a ſmack of the old leaven ; amongſt whom 
d as firſt Glemens Alexandrints, Stromat. Lib. VI. wie 


«« frond in time ceaſe and be dttermined ; Whofe error, Ons 
1 gin advanced further, even to the purging of the derail 


* fhemſelves, after ſome vaſt ſpace of torture, I 


& Montaniſtis and Curpocratian heretics likewiſe held ci 


“ tam odd funcies, tending to ſuch a purpoſe; and / 


% Anibreſe himſelf ſeems alittle tainted, when, in I 
cc. comment on the 118th Pſalm, Serm. XXI. he {ay 
«c that all muſt paſs through the flames, even St. John ts 
« Ewangeliſt. But as theſe were only certain reſend 
ce blances, and preparative errors, for the fancy of Pia 


* can we not find any thing thereof poſitively preadia 
cc the time of Gregory the Great, about the year ( 
«© Chrift 600, who firſt of all plainly pronounced tall 
c there was 4 fire in the bowels of the earth, Whetal 
e the ſmaller fins were puniſhed, and purged by a h 
c porary pain; and this upon no better proof than og 
cc tain frivolous ſtories of the apparitions of ghoſts, tif 
«© dreams of doating monks, and fanatical old women. 


HMiſtery of Poepery, Fol. I. Page 188, 189. - 5 4 
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